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Hikers walk across the fiery hot sands of
Death Valley. They are in one of the hottest
places on Earth, and there are no signs of
life. Suddenly, a snake darts out from the
sand just ahead. It moves away quickly,
leaving a trail of wavy lines in the sand.

The hikers almost stepped on a sidewinder.
They were lucky to miss the rattlesnake this
time. The sidewinder’s bite is very painful.
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: Sidewinders N ‘
L are a type of ' ;
R rattlesnake. Like all
s rattlesnakes, they X
S have rattles at P

A the ends of
their tails.



A \Snake With Horns

Sidewinders are small, slim snakes that grow up to

2 feet (0.6 m) long. Their bodies are yellow or light
brown with dark spots. These colors and patterns help
the snakes blend in with their desert habitat in the
sandy southwestern United States. Horn-shaped :
scales bulge out above the snake’s eyes. These horns .l
protect the eyes from the hot sun and sand. ‘
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[[] Where sidewinders live
| — Sidewinders can be found in the southwestern United
' States and parts of northwestern Mexico.
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’ Sidewinders are

sometimes called
horned rattlesnakes
. , or sidewinder

- ‘ '\ rattlesnakes.
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