’ ’-TREME FACTS: U.S. HISTORY

o by Marcia Abra



[ Page intentionally left blank. ]



LARATIO

Minneapolis, Minnesota



Credits:

© Cover: clockwise from bottom left, Mather Brown/Public Domain; Russ/Creative Commons; Yellowj/Shutterstock; Joseph Sohm/Shut-
terstock.com; Raul Baena/Shutterstock; Title Page top, Jean Leon Gerome Ferris/Library of Congress/Public Domain; Title Page bottom,
22, Harvey Barrison/Creative Commons; TOC, 10 right, Howard Chandler Christy/Public Domain; 4, Howard Pyle/Public Domain; 5 top, Jo-
hannes Adam Simon Oertel/Public Domain; 5 bottom, S Pakhrin/Creative Commons; 5 top right, JLauer/Shutterstock.com; 5 bottom right,
Jim Lambert/Shutterstock.com; 6 top, John White/Public Domain; 6 bottom, National Park Service/Public Domain; p 7, Royal Collection
of the United Kingdom/Public Domain; 8, Kevin M. McCarthy/Shutterstock.com; 9 top, Karl Anton Hickel/Public Domain; 9 top right, 9
bottom left, 23 bottom left, Ken Schulze/Shutterstock.com; 9 bottom right, Natalia Chuen/Shutterstock.com; 10 left, Talvi/Shutterstock;
10 middle, Jean Leon Gerome Ferris/Public Domain; 11 top, Nathaniel Currier/Public Domain; 11 bottom left, Verena Joy/Shutterstock.
com; 11 right, turtix/Shutterstock; 12, NYPL/Public Domain; 13 top, John Trumbull/Public Domain; 13 middle left, Yellowj/Shutterstock;

13 bottom, Domenick D’Andrea/Public Domain; 13 right, Jim.henderson/Creative Commons; 14 left, Edward Savages/Public Domain;

14 right, 21 bottom right, Allan Ramsay/Public Domain; 15 top, Gilbert Stuart/Public Domain; 15 bottom, Rtguest/Dreamstime.com; 15

left, Charles Willson Peale/Public Domain; 15 top left, The Library of Congress/Public Domain; 15 right, Workshop of William Beechey/
Public Domain; 16, U.S. National Archives and Records Administration/Public Domain; 16 top, John Singleton Copley/Public Domain; 17
left, Daderot/Creative Commons; 17 right Currier & Ives/Public Domain; 18, John Trumbull/Public Domain; 19 bottom, Jean Leon Gerome
Ferris/Public Domain; 19 right, bonchan/Shutterstock; 19 top left, Gift of Mrs. Robert Homans/Public Domain; 19 top right, Gilbert Stuart/
Public Domain; 20, The White House Historical Association (White House Collection)/Public Domain; 21 bottom left, John Singleton
Copley/Public Domain; 21 bottom right, Izanbar/Dreamstime.com; 21 top left, Joseph Siffrein/Public Domain; 21 top right, 25 middle right,
National Park Servicel/Public Domain; 23 bottom middle, Digital Storm/Shutterstock; 23 bottom, Chris Light/Creative Commons; 23 top,
The U.S. National Archives/Flickr Commons; 23 middle, Public Domain; 24, U.S. National Archives/Public Domain; 24 left, stockfour/
Shutterstock; 24 right, Billion Photos/Shutterstock; 25 bottom, Creative Commons; 25 top Lou Oates/Shutterstock; 26 top, Public Domain;
26 bottom, Richard Cavalleri/Shutterstock; 27 left, Zhukovsky/Dreamstime.com; 27 top, Public Domain; ESB Professional/Shutterstock; 28
left, Shaiith/Shutterstock; 29 bottom left, Eric Isselee/Shutterstock; 28-29, Austen Photography

Developed and produced for Bearport Publishing by BlueAppleWorks Inc.
Managing Editor for BlueAppleWorks: Melissa McClellan

Art Director: T.J. Choleva

Photo Research: Jane Reid

Editor: Jane Yates

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Abramson, Marcia, 1949~ author.

Title: The Declaration of Independence / by Marcia Abramson.

Description: Minneapolis, Minnesota : Bearport Publishing Company, [2021] |
Series: Xtreme facts: history | Includes bibliographical references and
index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2020012979 (print) | LCCN 2020012980 (ebook) | ISBN
9781647471200 (library binding) | ISBN 9781647471279 (paperback) | ISBN
9781647471347 (ebook)

Subjects: LCSH: United States. Declaration of Independence—Juvenile
literature. | United States—Politics and
government—1775-1783—Miscellanea—Juvenile literature.

Classification: LCC E221.A27 2021 (print) | LCC E221 (ebook) | DDC
973.3/13—dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020012979

LC ebook record available at https://Iccn.loc.gov/2020012980

Copyright © 2021 Bearport Publishing Company. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means,
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.
For more information, write to Bearport Publishing, 5357 Penn Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55419.
Printed in the United States of America.



Contents

A Particular Pieceof Paper ... 4
Before There Were States ... ... 6
No Taxation Without Representation! ... 8
Fighting Taxes and ThrowingTea ... 10
The War Begins! 12
George Vs.George ... ... 14
Minutemen and Founding Women ... 16
A Reluctant Writer .. 18
Signers of the Times ... . 20
Copies, Copies, Everywhere! 22
A Handprint Mystery ... 24
The DeclarationToday ... ... 26
Freedom Feather ... ... 28
Glossary .. 30
ReadMore .. 31
Learn More Online ... .. 31
Index 32



A\Particular/Piece
of{Paper;

The 13 American colonies declared independence from
England on July 4,1776. On that date, one of the most
famous documents in U.S. history was born—the Declaration
of Independence. The next day, riders on horseback began
taking copies to all the colonies. When General George
Washington received his copy, he was thrilled. One of his
men read the Declaration of Independence to Washington'’s
soldiers.
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Crowds who heard the
news were so happy
they knocked down a
statue of King George
[1l. Then, they cut off
the statue’s head!
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SEE YA
LATER, KING

The crowd used ropes to pull the
statue down.

The country celebrates
the declaration and what
it stood for every July 4.

The colonists melted
down King George’s
statue to make
bullets—42,088

bullets, to be exact! @




Beforelrhere
Werejstates

But wait—what exactly were these 13 colonies? In the 1600s,
England and other countries sent people to explore, live,
and work in the Americas. They formed groups, or colonies,
to grow crops and trade goods that would make money for
the home countries. During the 1700s, the colonies from
England grew, and a group of them became the 13 original
American colonies.

Many of the colonies were built
.+ on Native American lands.

Some Native Americans fought
o back aqalnst the colonists.




;‘he first English settlements

Bad only a few hundred people.
3ut, t?y 1775, 2.4 million people
lived in the 13 colonies,
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. : ment The colonies would later
The_f"St Eng|?;i2?:||;! Settlers become the states of
vanished mysoke |sland, near Connecticut, Delaware,
came to ROBH in 1587. Three years Georgia, New Hampshire,

NI Carc')hn?l’vas |eft of the colony- New Jersey, New
\ater, nothing 5 York, North Carolina,

Maryland, Massachusetts,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
South Carolina, and Virginia.

New Hampshire

Massachusetts

Rhode Island
Connecticut
New York
New Jersey

THEY'RE
ALL MINE!
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King George Ill of England
ruled the 13 colonies at the
time of the Declaration of b
Independence. 'éjﬁ,
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. The New England colonies

The middle colonies

' The southern colonies






