
Bruno Mars is a pop music star. So how 
did this incredible talent rise to the top? 

Look inside to learn all about Bruno’s life, 
from his childhood to superstardom!
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Music Superstar
Bruno Mars danced across the stage, 
singing one of his biggest hits. The crowd 
went wild. His fans clapped their hands 
and stomped their feet. They sang along 
with the lyrics. Clearly, they loved every 
move he made!

A fan takes a 
selfie with Bruno.
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Seven of 
Bruno’s songs 

have been 
No. 1 hits!
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Island Born
Bruno Mars was born in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
on October 8, 1985. His real name is 
Peter Gene Hernandez. His dad gave him 
the nickname “Bruno.” When he started 
his career, Bruno chose Mars as his last 
name.

Bruno and  
his dad,  
Peter, in 2013
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Bruno and his 
mom in 1990 

Why did Bruno  
choose the name 

“Mars”? Because, he 
says, “girls think I’m 
out of this world!”



24

Index
B.o.B.  14

childhood  6–7

Doo-Wops & Hooligans 

16–17, 22

Grammy Award  16, 22

Hawaii  6, 22 

Hooligans, The  15, 18–19

Love Notes, The  8

MTV Music Video  

Awards 20

School Boys, The  10

sisters  9

Super Bowl  19, 22

24K Magic  20–21, 

22

Read More
Brown, Risa. Bruno Mars (Robbie 

Reader Contemporary Biographies). 

Hallandale, FL: Mitchell Lane (2015).

Morganelli, Adrianna. Bruno 

Mars (Superstars!). New York: 

Crabtree (2013).

Learn More Online
To learn more about Bruno Mars, visit 

www.bearportpublishing.com/AmazingAmericans

About the Author
Jim Gigliotti is a former editor at the National Football League.  

He now writes books on a variety of topics for young readers.



[Intentionally Left Blank]



Bruno Mars is a pop music star. So how 
did this incredible talent rise to the top? 

Look inside to learn all about Bruno’s life, 
from his childhood to superstardom!

Ariana Grande

Bruno Mars

Taylor Swift 

Pharrell Williams

B
R

U
N

O
 M

A
R

S
G

ig
lio

tti

by Jim Gigliotti


