
Taylor Swift is a pop music icon. So how 
did this incredible talent rise to the top? 

Look inside to learn all about Taylor’s 
life, from her childhood to superstardom!

Ariana Grande

Bruno Mars

Taylor Swift 

Pharrell Williams

TA
Y

L
O

R
 S

W
IF

T
K

elley

by K.C. Kelley



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by K.C. Kelley

Consultant: Starshine Roshell 
Music and Entertainment Journalist 

Santa Barbara, CA



Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Kelley, K. C., author. 
Title: Taylor Swift / by K.C. Kelley. 
Description: New York, New York : Bearport Publishing, [2018] | Series:  
   Amazing Americans: pop music stars | Includes bibliographical references  
   and index.  
Identifiers: LCCN 2017045547 (print) | LCCN 2017045590 (ebook) |  
ISBN 9781684025145 (ebook) | ISBN 9781684024568 (library) 
Subjects: LCSH: Swift, Taylor, 1989–—Juvenile literature. | Women country  
   musicians—United States—Biography—Juvenile literature. 
Classification: LCC ML3930.S989 (ebook) | LCC ML3930.S989 K45 2018 (print) |  
   DDC 782.421642092 [B] —dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017045547

Copyright © 2018 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B,  
New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Credits 
Cover, © John Salangsang/Invision/AP Photo; 4, © EXImages/Alamy Stock Photo; 5, © John Shearer/LP5/Getty 
Images; 6, © Rick Diamond/Getty Images; 7, © Andrew Orth; 8L, Wikimedia Commons; 8–9, © Andrew Orth; 
10, © Wikimedia Commons; 11, © AP Photo/Mark Humphrey; 12, © AP Photo/Mark Terrill; 13, © PA Images/Alamy 
Stock Photo; 14, © AP Photo/Robert Bukaty; 15, © AP Photo/Theron Kirkman; 16L, © WMTV/PacificCoastNews/
Newscom; 16–17, © Rex Features/via AP Images; 18L, © Everett Collection Inc./Alamy Stock Photo; 18–
19, © ImagineChina/Newscom; 20, Wikimedia Commons; 21, © Hyperstar/Alamy Stock Photo; 22T, © AP Photo/
Mark Terrill; 22B, © Evgeny Karandaev/Shutterstock; 23T, © Phil McCarten/UPI/Newscom; 23B, © John Shearer/
LP5/Getty Images.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Production and Photo Research: Shoreline Publishing Group LLC



CONTENTS
Superstar!. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Big Dreams. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

To Nashville. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8

Dreams Come True. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10

National Star. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12

Worldwide Fame. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14

The Red Tour. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16

Music Mix. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18

More than Music . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

Timeline . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22

Glossary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 23

Index. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24

Read More . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24

Learn More Online. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24

About the Author. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24



4

Superstar!
It was September 2015 in Nashville, 
Tennessee. Taylor Swift had just 
begun her show at the Bridgestone 
Arena. Screams and shouts from fans 
filled the air. The whole city felt their 
excitement. After 
all, Nashville is 
where Taylor first 
became famous.

Taylor snaps a 
selfie with fans.
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Six of  
Taylor’s songs  
have become  
number-one  

hits.
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Big Dreams 
Taylor Alison Swift was born on 
December 13, 1989. Her family lived 
on a Christmas tree farm in Reading, 
Pennsylvania. Even when she was little, 
Taylor’s parents saw her talent for singing 
and songwriting. When she was about 
twelve, Taylor took up the guitar. Soon, 
she dreamed of 
being a big star.

Taylor with her dad, 
Scott, and mom, Andrea
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At the age of six, 
Taylor got her first 

country record. 
It was Blue by 
LeAnn Rimes.
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