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A long hagfish is wriggling through
the ocean water.

A scientist swims after the eel-
shaped creature to study it.

When the scientist touches the
hagfish, something disgusting
happens.

A thick cloud of slime bursts out
of the hagfish’s body!

As the scientist tries fo get the goo

off her hands, the fish swims away. How would you describe

a hagfish to someone who
has never seen one?




There are over
70 different kinds of
hagfish. Some grow to
Y feet (1.2 m) [ong, while
others are [ess than
2 inches (5 cm) long.

-; , scientist




ee L_] Hagf ish

A hagfish’s long body IS
covered with loose pink, gray,
or brown skin.

The fish cannot see very well.

Its simple eyes only allow it to
tell light from dark.

A hagfish has one large nostril
and a powerful sense of smell.

To help it find its way around,
it uses feelers on its head called
barbels.




A hagfish
doesn’t have any

\ bones. It does have
a skull made of cartilage

(KAHR-til-jj), which
is the hard, bendy
stuff that forms
your ears.

- d large nostril
. o forsmelling
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