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Hot. Ancient. Beautiful. Welcome to 
Somalia! Look inside to learn about 
the land, wildlife, cities, food, and 
history of this incredible country.

M
a

rkovics

by Adam Markovics



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Adam Markovics

Consultant: Marjorie Faulstich Orellana, PhD 
Professor of Urban Schooling 

University of California, Los Angeles



Library of Congress Cataloging‑in‑Publication Data 

Names: Markovics, Adam, author. 
Title: Somalia / by Adam Markovics. 
Description: New York : Bearport Publishing Company, 2018. | Series:  
   Countries we come from | Includes bibliographical references and index.  
Identifiers: LCCN 2017034342 (print) | LCCN 2017035793 (ebook) |  
ISBN 9781684025282 (ebook) | ISBN 9781684024704 (library) 
Subjects:  LCSH: Somalia—Juvenile literature. 
Classification: LCC DT401.5 (ebook) | LCC DT401.5 .M37 2018 (print) | DDC  
   967.73—dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017034342

Copyright © 2018 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No 
part of this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in 
any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, 
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written 
permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 
21st Street, Suite 3B, New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United 
States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Credits

Cover, © Homo Cosimos/Shutterstock and asiseeit/iStock; TOC, © Julian W/Shutterstock; 4, © zanskar/
iStock; 5T, © Eric Lafforgue/Alamy; 5B, © Eric Lafforgue/AGE Fotostock; 7, © UN Photo/Stuart Price/
CC BY-NC-ND 4.0; 8–9, © Eric Lafforgue/AGE Fotostock; 9R, © gorsh13/iStock; 10T, © blickwinkel/
Alamy; 10B, © Rennett Stowe/CC BY 4.0; 11, © Till Niermann/CC BY-SA 4.0; 12, © Mike Goldwater/
Alamy; 13, © Eric Lafforgue/Alamy; 14L, © Eric Lafforgue/Alamy; 14–15, © Eric Lafforgue/Alamy; 
16, © British Library Board/Bridgeman Images; 17, © Africa Collection/Alamy; 18, © ACB; 19, © Free 
Wind 2014/Shutterstock; 20, © Free Wind 2014/Shutterstock; 21, © dpa picture alliance archive/
Alamy; 22T, © fanfo/Shutterstock; 22B, © Kyselova Inna/Shutterstock; 23, © Feisal Omar/Reuters; 24–
25, © Paul Fearn/Alamy; 25R, © Allstar Picture Library/Alamy; 26, © Eric Lafforgue/Alamy; 27, © Zurijeta/
Shutterstock; 28, © Robert Estall photo agency/Alamy; 28–29, © Feisal Omar; 30T, © money & coins 
@ ian sanders/Alamy and © Anton_Ivanov/Shutterstock; 30B, © Nazy/Flickr; 31 (T to B), © imeduard/
Shutterstock, © George Philipas/Alamy, © Free Wind 2014/Shutterstock, © gorsh13/iStock, © Homo 
Cosmicos/Shutterstock, and © yoh4nn/iStock; 32, © Lefteris Papaulakis/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin
Senior Editor: Joyce Tavolacci
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker
Design: Debrah Kaiser
Photo Researcher: Thomas Persano



Contents
This Is Somalia   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Fast Facts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .30

Glossary  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .31

Index   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .32

Read More   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .32

Learn More Online   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .32

About the Author   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .32



This Is Somalia

HOT
4



Beauti ul

ANCIENT

5



NORTH
AMERICA

Paci f i c 
O ce an

Paci f i c 
O ce an

At lant i c 
O ce an

S out h e rn  O ce an

A rc t i c  O ce an

SOUTH 
AMERICA

AFRICA

AFRICA

EUROPE
ASIA

Somalia

AUSTRALIA

ANTARCTICA

Somalia is a country in Africa.

It has a long coastline that 
stretches 1,880 miles (3,025 km)!
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More than 13 million 
people live in Somalia.
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