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In India, a pair of hornbills finds a
large hole in a tree trunk to use as
a nest.

The female bird climbs inside and
gets ready to lay some eggs.

How will the hornbills keep their
chicks safe from predators?

The male brings the female mud in
his beak, and she mixes it with her
own poop.

Then she blocks the hole with the
poopy blend to keep out enemies!
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Safe behind a wall of mud and
droppings, the hornbill lays
her eggs.

Once the chicks hatch, the father
hornbill brings food for the whole
family.

After about six weeks, the female
leaves the nest to help the male
find food for the growing chicks.

She breaks through the hard poopy
wall with her huge beak.

a father hornbill looking for food P
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hornbill nest hole

a mother
hornbill and
her chick inside
the nest hole
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