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Did you know the African Maasai people use cattle manure 
to build their houses? And how do termites use their own 
poop to construct tunnels? For many living things, dung is 
the perfect building material! Look inside to uncover the 
secret, smelly world of poop!
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In India, a pair of hornbills finds a 
large hole in a tree trunk to use as 
a nest. 

The female bird climbs inside and 
gets ready to lay some eggs.

How will the hornbills keep their 
chicks safe from predators?

The male brings the female mud in 
his beak, and she mixes it with her 
own poop.

Then she blocks the hole with the 
poopy blend to keep out enemies!

a hornbill

A Door of DroppingsA Door of Droppings
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Once the hole  
is blocked, the female  

can’t leave the nest. The  
male collects fruit, insects, and 
other food. Then he passes it to 

her through a small slit. 

male 
hornbill

nest hole
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Safe behind a wall of mud and 
droppings, the hornbill lays 
her eggs.

Once the chicks hatch, the father 
hornbill brings food for the whole 
family.

After about six weeks, the female 
leaves the nest to help the male 
find food for the growing chicks.

She breaks through the hard poopy 
wall with her huge beak.

a father hornbill looking for food

Poop ProtectionPoop Protection
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Once the mother 
bird leaves the nest, she  

blocks up the hole again to  
protect her babies. When the chicks 

are big enough to leave the nest, 
they peck at the muddy wall  

to free themselves. 

slit

hornbill nest hole

mud and 
poop

a mother 
hornbill and 

her chick inside 
the nest hole
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