
Sarah went on. “When we arrived at a building that needed to be 

checked, the other Marines and I would slowly approach the entrance, 

letting Thunder lead the way. He carefully smelled the ground and 

the edges of the walls. We trusted his senses to safely guide us.”

Cali was fascinated. “How would you know if he found something?” 

she asked.

“He would stop and stare at the place where his nose told him a 

weapon or bomb was hidden and he would bark quietly,” Sarah said. 

“Then a special team wearing protective equipment would come in to 

uncover and deactivate the explosive.”

“One day, we were sent out to investigate a building,” Sarah said. 

“Suddenly our unit was attacked—there was gunfire all around us. 

“Everyone on the base loved Thunder,” said Sarah. She had a look 

in her eyes as if she was remembering a happy dream. “He learned his 

job quickly and always worked hard.”

“Our Marine unit was responsible for entering buildings and 

compounds to make sure there were no hidden bombs that could 

harm our troops. It was very dangerous work,” said Sarah. She paused 

to take a sip of lemonade.

“You said that Thunder could find bombs or weapons?” asked 

Cali. “How?” 

“With his nose, hon,” said Sarah. “I’m sure you know that a dog 

has an amazing sense of smell. Thunder was trained to find bombs 

and weapons by scent. He could detect the tiniest traces of materials 

that are used to make weapons.”
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Which breed makes the best dog soldier? Many military 
groups around the world prefer German shepherds. Their 
strength and large size make them great guard dogs. They’re 
smart and can learn new skills easily, too. The military also 
likes these dogs because they can withstand very hot and 
cold temperatures. An undercoat of fur helps keep them 
warm in icy conditions. They shed the undercoat when the 
weather is hot.

Dogs make wonderful soldiers. They can find enemies 
using their great sense of smell. They can also hear sounds 
too high for human ears. For example, dogs can hear 
bombs before they explode. This ability allows them to 
warn soldiers to take cover before it’s too late.

The Best War Dogs

Manzo, a German shepherd military dog

A German shepherd checks a car for bombs in Baghdad, Iraq. Military dogs are 
tattooed with an 
identification 
number inside 
one of their ears. This number helps the military keep track of them.
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TEACHER’S GUIDE

Fiction and Nonfiction 
Use this Teacher’s Guide to help students learn about fiction and nonfiction texts. 
The first section of the guide provides a basic overview of the genres, while the 
second section can be used as a lesson plan for comparing two individual titles 
about similar topics. 

CCSS Language Arts Standards
RI3.9	 Compare and contrast the most important points and key 

details presented in two texts on the same topic.

RI4.9	 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in 
order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.
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Discuss Fiction and Nonfiction
Prompt students to describe the genres of fiction and nonfiction. Ask them to cite examples of each genre. 
For example, fiction includes short stories and novels, while nonfiction includes newspapers and textbooks.

Create a Chart or Diagram
Help students establish what the differences and similarities are between fiction and nonfiction by using 
a Venn diagram or a chart. Place fiction attributes on one side of the chart and nonfiction attributes on the 
other side, with a space in the middle for shared attributes. 

Define Important Terms and Concepts
Assist students in defining the following literary terms and concepts in order to help compare fiction and 
nonfiction texts. 

•	 Character (a person or animal portrayed in a novel, short story, or play)
•	 Characterization (the way the author describes a character)
•	 Chronological order (the order in which events actually happened)
•	 Facts (information that can be proven true)
•	 Mood (the way the reader feels when reading a text)
•	 Plot (sequence of events in a story where each event causes the next 

event to happen)
•	 Setting (where a story takes place)
•	 Theme (the main idea of a story)

As students further explore works of fiction and nonfiction, they can apply the terms and concepts they have 
learned to individual books and add new words to this list.

Fiction Nonfiction
Stories about 

characters and events 
that are not real

Could be based on facts, 
but the facts cannot be 
proven and the overall 

story is not true

Can include photos, 
but illustrations are 

more common

Can have a plot, 
setting, and 

themes

Can cover the 
same topic

Can have photos and 
illustrations

Stories about people, animals, 
and events that are real

Based on 
provable facts

Can include illustrations, 
but photos are more 

common

Often includes 
an index 
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A Closer Look 
Hound Town Chronicles: Three-Legged Hero: A Military Dog Story and Dog Heroes: 
Military Dogs

Objective: To have students compare fiction and nonfiction texts about military dogs 

1. Read 
Have students read the Hound Town Chronicles title, Three-Legged Hero: A Military Dog Story. Then have 
them read the Dog Heroes title, Military Dogs. Ask students to take notes about the setting, characters, and 
any important themes as they read. 

•	 Which of the stories is fiction? Which is nonfiction? How can you tell? Ask 
students what clues helped them figure out what genre each book falls into. 

2. Discuss: Character Traits 
Remind students that people are not the only characters in stories that have unique character traits. Write 
the names of the four dog characters from Three-Legged Hero on the board, and have the class brainstorm 
words or phrases that describe each dog. For example:

•	 Trixie: excited, bossy
•	 Duke: friendly, curious
•	 Mr. Chi-chi: nervous, hesitant
•	 Thunder: calm, brave

3. Challenge Students: Write an Email
Have students reread pages 19–24 of Three-Legged Hero, in which Sarah tells Cali about how Thunder 
was injured in an explosion, and she ended up adopting him after a long search that included many calls 
and emails. Ask each student to write an email to the military, from Sarah’s point of view, asking the 
whereabouts of Thunder. The email should recount the story of how Thunder saved Sarah’s life and why she 
wants to adopt him.

4. Extend Knowledge: Make a Business Flyer 
Ask students to imagine that they are about to start a dog-walking service in their neighborhood, just as Cali 
did in Three-Legged Hero. Have them create a simple flyer to advertise their business. The flyer should show 
the name of the business and say in short, simple language what the business does. 

Asks students if they would want to have a canine like Thunder in their dog-walking group. What might be 
the advantages of having an ex-military dog in the group?
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