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What Are Materials?

All around us there are lots of objects,
and they are all made from materials.

The pictures on
this page show
different materials.

A material is
something that

can be made into
something else.



Can you match each object to
one of the materials on page 4!

(The answers are at the bottom of the page.)




Materials have properties that we use to describe
them, such as rough or smooth, dull or shiny.

lasti
plastic cups Smooth, shiny

plastic bottle (

Cardboard box |
| not waterproof




Stretchy rubber

Tools
balloon

not bendy
Wood

When scientists describe a material as “hard,”
it means it is difficult to scratch. A material
that’s described as “soft” is easy to scratch.
Let’s investigate! Meta [

What happens if you scratch the glass in
a window with your fingernail?

What happens if you
scratch a piece
of chalk?

Which material is hard, .
and which is soft? ‘\\)

(The answers are at the bottom of the page.)
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A waterproof material
does not let water

soak into it. A material
thats absorbent soaks
up water.

Rubber tire
not absorbent
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