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A turtle slowly paddles along the Amazon River. Suddenly, 
something in the water bumps into it. The reptile tries to 
swim faster. Then . . . crunch! The turtle disappears into a 
giant mouth filled with sharp teeth. A bull shark has gulped 
down its prey. Look inside to discover more about these 
powerful apex predators and their rain forest home!



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Ellen Lawrence

Consultant: 

John Richardson
Conservation Officer, The Shark Trust

Plymouth, United Kingdom



Library of Congress Cataloging‑in‑Publication Data 

Names: Lawrence, Ellen, 1967– , author.
Title: Bull shark / by Ellen Lawrence.
Description: New York, NY : Bearport Publishing, 2017. | Series: Apex 
   predators of the Amazon rain forest | Includes bibliographical references 
   and index. | Audience: Ages 5 to 8.
Identifiers: LCCN 2016043978 (print) | LCCN 2016048678 (ebook) | ISBN 
   9781684020355 (library) | ISBN 9781684020874 (ebook)
Subjects:  LCSH: Bull shark—Juvenile literature.
Classification: LCC QL638.95.C3 L39 2017 (print) | LCC QL638.95.C3 (ebook) | 
   DDC 597.3/4—dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016043978

Copyright © 2017 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or  
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or 
otherwise, without written permission from the publisher. 

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, 
New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Credits
Cover, © Pete Oxford/Minden Pictures/FLPA, © orlandin/Shutterstock, and © Rich Carey/Shutterstock; 4, © Amazon-Images/
Alamy; 5, © Mark Conlin/Alamy; 6, © Premium UIG/Getty Images; 7, © Doug Perrine/Alamy; 8, © Cosmographics; 9, © Pete 
Oxford/Minden Pictures/FLPA; 10T, © Dr. Morley Read/Shutterstock; 10B, © Ben Horton/Getty Images; 11, © Terry Moore/Stocktrek 
Images/Alamy; 12, © Michael Patrick O’Neill/Alamy; 13, © Arco Images GmbH/Alamy and © HamsterMan/Shutterstock; 14, © Jani 
Oravisjärvi; 15, © Reuters/Alamy; 16, © Michael Patrick O’Neill/Alamy; 17, © Bryan Clark/Deeper Blue; 18–19, © wildestanimal/
Getty Images; 20, © Jeff Rotman/Alamy; 21, © Michael Patrick O’Neill/Alamy; 22, © Ruby Tuesday Books; 23TL, © Doug Perrine/
Alamy; 23TC, © Michael Patrick O’Neill/Alamy; 23TR, © Stefan Pircher/Shutterstock; 23BL, © FloridaStock/Shutterstock; 
23BC, © Reuters/Alamy; 23BR, © Fotos593/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin
Editor: Jessica Rudolph
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker
Photo Researcher: Ruby Tuesday Books Ltd



ContentsContents

Danger in the River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Meet a Bull Shark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
A Bull Shark’s World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Out of Sight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Bump and Bite! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Hundreds of Teeth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Young Predators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Growing Up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
An Apex Predator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

Science Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
Science Words . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Read More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Learn More Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
About the Author . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24



4

Danger in the RiverDanger in the River
It’s early evening in the Amazon  
rain forest.

A turtle is slowly swimming  
in a river.

Suddenly, something bumps 
the animal, then . . . crunch! 

The turtle disappears into a giant 
mouth filled with sharp teeth.

What huge predator is hunting  
in the river?

It’s a powerful bull shark!

turtle
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Most sharks 
live in oceans. 

Bull sharks, 
however, make their 

homes in oceans 
and in rivers.

bull shark
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Meet a Bull SharkMeet a Bull Shark
Bull sharks have large, solid bodies 
and rounded snouts.

Adult bull sharks weigh about  
300 to 500 pounds (136 to 227 kg).

The male sharks usually grow to  
be 8 feet (2.4 m) long from snout  
to tail.

Females are larger and can grow 
to be 11 feet (3.4 m) long!

snout



7

 
A shark has a dorsal 

fin on its back for balance. 
This fin stops the animal 

from tipping over to one side. 
It also has a fin on each side 
of its body to help it steer. 

Its tail fin helps push it 
through the water.

tail fin

dorsal fin

fin for steering

adult bull 
shark
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