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As night falls over the Amazon rain forest, a large black caiman 
waits in a murky river. The caiman is watching a young deer that 
has come to the river to drink. As the deer dips its head toward 
the water, the caiman attacks. In seconds, the huge predator 
drags the deer under the water. Look inside to discover more 
about these powerful apex predators and their rain forest home!
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Hidden DangerHidden Danger
It’s early evening in the Amazon 
rain forest.

A tapir comes to a river to drink. 

The tapir doesn’t realize that 
danger is lurking just a few 
feet away.

Floating in the dark water is a giant 
black caiman.

Still and silent, the hungry  
predator watches the tapir— 
and then attacks!

tapir

black caiman
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Caimans are 
related to  

alligators and  
crocodiles.
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Watery World
Black caimans live in parts of 
South America, including the 
Amazon rain forest.

They make their homes in 
ponds, lakes, and large rivers.

These creatures also live 
in smaller rivers that flow 
through the Amazon.

Often, they rest among the 
plants that grow along muddy 
riverbanks.

Watery World
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   Where black caimans live
  Amazon rain forest
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Black caimans 
also live in areas 

known as wetlands. 
In a wetland, shallow 

water covers  
the ground. 

Look at this picture of a 
caiman. Can you think of five 
words to describe the animal?
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