
by Meish Goldish

DA_Covers_All_2R.indd   5 10/30/09   3:11:10 PM



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Meish Goldish

Consultant: Nick Whitney 
Postdoctoral Scientist, Center for Shark Research 

Mote Marine Laboratory 
Sarasota, Florida



Cover, © Andrew Reid/Fotolia, and © stephan kerkhofs/Fotolia; TOC, © A Cotton Photo/Shutterstock; 4-5, © 
Design Pics/SuperStock; 6, © Purestock/Tom Brakefield/SuperStock; 7, © Seapics; 9, © Michele Westmorland/
Animals Animals Enterprises; 11, © Biosphoto/Soury Gérard/Peter Arnold Inc.; 12, © Jonathan Bird/Peter 
Arnold Inc.; 13, © Stephen Wong/marinethemes.com/; 14, © McKay/Levine/Animals Animals Enterprises; 
15, © Franco Banfi/Photolibrary; 17, © Design Pics/SuperStock; 19, © ArteSub/Alamy; 20, © Sharon Morris/
Shutterstock; 21, © Jim Abernethy/Frink/gtphoto; 22L, © Pacific Stock/SuperStock; 22C, © Michael Patrick 
O’Neill/Alamy; 22R, © Juniors Bildarchiv/Alamy; 22BKG, © A Cotton Photo/Shutterstock; 23TL, © Design Pics/
SuperStock; 23TR, © Franco Banfi/Photolibrary; 23CL, © Franco Banfi/Photolibrary; 23CR, © maksimum/
Shutterstock; 23BL, © ArteSub/Alamy; 23BR, © A Cotton Photo/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Senior Editor: Lisa Wiseman 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Design: Kim Jones 
Photo Researcher: Omni-Photo Communications, Inc.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Goldish, Meish. 
  Tiger sharks : blue blenders / by Meish Goldish. 
       p. cm. —  (Disappearing acts) 
  Includes bibliographical references and index. 
  ISBN-13: 978-1-936087-43-3 (library binding) 
  ISBN-10: 1-936087-43-X (library binding) 
 1.  Tiger shark—Juvenile literature.  I. Title. 
  QL638.95.C3G65 2010 
  597.3’4—dc22 
                                                            2009040123

Copyright © 2010 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written 
permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 101 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6R,  
New York, New York 10003. Printed in the United States of America in North Mankato, Minnesota.

112009 
090309CGC

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



Watch Out! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4

Danger Above . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6

Ocean Homes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8

Night Hunters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10

Using Their Senses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12

Deadly Teeth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14

Few Enemies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16

Baby Tiger Sharks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18

Helpful Stripes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20

More Disappearing Acts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22
Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23
Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24
Read More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24
Learn More Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24
About the Author . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24



Millions of animals swim in the  
ocean searching for food.

All around them, the dark blue 
water moves quietly. 

Below them, however, something is 
hiding.

It is a tiger shark, looking for  
its next meal. Tiger sharks 

have dark blue or 
gray backs, which act 
as camouflage. This 

makes it hard for other 
animals to see the big 

fish swimming 
below them.
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The tiger shark’s dark-colored back 
is not the only thing that helps it 
hide in the ocean. 

Most tiger sharks also have a white 
or light-yellow belly. 

Animals swimming under a shark 
may not see the large fish when 
they look up.

The shark’s belly blends in with the 
waters near the ocean’s surface, 
which are brightened by the sun.
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white belly

The average 
male tiger shark is 

about 12 feet (3.7 m) 
long. Females can grow 

up to about 15 feet 
(4.6 m) long. 
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Meish Goldish has written more than 200 books  
for children. He likes to hide out in the various libraries  

near his home in Brooklyn, New York.

To learn more about tiger sharks, visit  
www.bearportpublishing.com/DisappearingActs
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Tiger Sharks
Blue Blenders

Millions of animals swim in the ocean searching for food. 
Little do they know that a very large creature is hiding close 
by in the dark ocean. Even though it’s a very big animal, the 
tiger shark’s colors allow it to blend in with its surroundings. 

Sea animals pass right by these camoufl aged fi sh, never 
seeing them until it’s too late to avoid being eaten! Look 

inside to learn more about the ways these masters of disguise 
live—but keep a close eye on them. If you don’t, they 

might disappear right before your eyes.

Emerald Boas
Rain Forest Undercover

Three-toed Sloths
Green Mammals

Green Tree Frogs
Colorful Hiders

Katydids
Leaf Look-alikes

Toco Toucans
Bright Enough to Disappear
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