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For All Eternity
It is the year 1338 BC. The queen is dead. 
A slow-moving procession carries her body 
through the Egyptian desert.

The procession reaches a small building close to the 
tombs of the royal family . This is the workshop of 
the embalmers. Here, a priest and other men are 
waiting. Using their ancient knowledge and skills, the 
embalmers will prepare the queen’s body for burial. 
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Ancient Egypt was a civilization that existed 
from around 3100 BC to 300 BC.  

All ancient Egyptians wanted their bodies 
to be preserved when they died. Most 

dead bodies were made into mummies by 
embalmers. A queen or pharaoh received 
the most special and expensive treatments.

For All Eternity
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In Egypt’s scorching hot 
temperatures, a body begins 
to decompose, or rot, within 
hours. This cannot be allowed to 
happen. The queen must enter the 
afterlife. In order for her to do 
this, her body must be preserved 
as a mummy for all eternity.



The Work Begins
When a person died, his or her family brought 
the body to the embalmers’ workshop. 

The embalmers began their task by draining any fluids, 
including blood, from the corpse. Next, the body’s 
organs had to be removed quickly. This helped stop 
the body from decomposing. 

First, the brain had to be removed without damaging 
the head. The embalmer took a long, thin, iron tool 
with a hook on the end. He inserted the tool into the 
corpse’s left nostril. Then the tool was twirled around 
inside the head. This broke up the brain into small pieces 
that could be pulled from the nostril by the hook.

6
Paintings from ancient Egypt show bodies being made into mummies. 

Some pictures include Anubis, who was the god of embalming and the dead.

Anubis

A mummy

The Work Begins



The Work Begins
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The ancient Egyptians 
did not believe the 

brain was important. 
This meant it was 
not needed for the 

afterlife and could be 
thrown away.

A modern-day replica of an 
ancient Egyptian brain hook

The Work Begins
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