
Millions of miles from Earth, a cold, dusty world circles 
the Sun. The sky looks pink, and the ground is red.  
This planet is home to one of the solar system’s 

biggest volcanoes and deepest canyons.  
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You are millions of miles from Earth.

Beneath your feet, the ground is dusty and 
reddish-brown.

The sky is pinkish-orange.

Icy winds are blowing, and it’s colder than 
the North Pole in December.

You look around and see mountains that are 
many miles high.

Welcome to the planet Mars!

Welcome 
to Mars

No humans have actually visited Mars, 
but robots have. This picture of Mars 

was taken by a robot called Opportunity.
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Pinkish-orange sky

A mountain

The surface of Mars

The soil on Mars looks red because it 
contains lots of rust.
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The Solar 
System

Mars is moving through space at nearly  
54,000 miles per hour (87,000 km/h).

It is moving in a big circle around the Sun.

Mars is one of eight planets circling the Sun.

The planets are Mercury, Venus, our home 
planet Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, 
and Neptune.

Icy comets and large rocks, called 
asteroids, are also moving around the Sun.

Together, the Sun, the planets, and other 
space objects are called the solar system.

Most of the asteroids 
in the solar system 

are in a ring called the 
asteroid belt.

An asteroid
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The Solar System 
Mars is the fourth planet from the Sun.

Mercury

Sun

Comet

Neptune

Uranus

Jupiter Mars

Earth

Venus

Pluto

Saturn

Asteroid belt

The solar system is also home 
to Pluto and other small objects, 

called dwarf planets.
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