The High-Speed Planet
! kX

*

-



[ Intentionally Left Blank ]



by Ellen Lawrence

Consultants:

Suzy Gazlay, MA

Recipient, Presidential Award for Excellence in Science Teaching

Kevin Yates
Fellow of the Royal Astronomical Society




Published in 2014 by Ruby Tuesday Books Ltd.
Copyright © 2014 Ruby Tuesday Books Ltd.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may
be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording, or otherwise, without written permission
from the publisher.

Editor: Mark J. Sachner
Designer: Emma Randall

Photo Credits:

NASA: Cover, 5 (bottom), 6, 8, 10, 11 (bottom), 1213,
14-15, 1617, 1819, 20-21. Ruby Tuesday Books: 7, 9,
22. Science Photo Library: 4-5. Shutterstock: 11 (top).

Library of Congress Control Number: 2013939980

ISBN 978-1-909673-03-8

Printed and published in the United States of America

For further information including rights and
permissions requests, please contact our Customer
Service Department at 877-337-8577.






Imagine a world that is millions of miles
from Earth.

In every direction, the land is rocky and
covered with large holes called craters.

The Sun looks three times larger than it
does from Earth.

During the day, it is so hot that some
metals would melt.

At night, it is much colder than the coldest
place on Earth.

Welcome to the planet Mercury!
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Mercury is moving through space at about
106,000 miles per hour (170,500 km/h).

It is moving around the Sun in an oval, or
egg-shaped, path.

Mercury is one of eight planets circling the Sun.

The planets are called Mercury,Venus, our
home planet Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn,
Uranus, and Neptune.

lcy comets and rocky asteroids are also
moving around the Sun.

Together, the Sun, the planets, and other
space objects are called the solar system.

Asteroids are huge
space rocks. Most of
the asteroids circling
the Sun are in a ring

called the asteroid belt. s S .




The Solar System

Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun. |

Asteroid belt |
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The solar system is home to small

planets, called dwarf planets.

Pluto is a dwarf planet. .
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Millions of miles from Earth, a small, rocky world circles
the Sun.The sky is always black, and the land is covered with
huge craters. This planet is scorching by day and freezing by night.
{X Welcome to Mercury!
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