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What water plant has leaves that are big enough for a 
person to sit on? What ocean plant is a manatee’s favorite 
food? What meat-eating pond plant traps tiny fish and 
insects? Look inside to find out. Along the way, you’ll 
discover how these amazing plants survive in their watery 
homes, and why people and animals depend on them!

Th
is series is ParT of The

Meat-Eating Plants
Toothless Wonders

Freaky Plant Facts
Extreme Greens

How Plants Clean the Air
One Leaf at a Time

Water Plants
All Wet!

What Lily Gets from Bee
And Other Pollination Facts

Extreme Trees
And How They Got That Way

Healing Plants
Medicine from Nature

Prickly Plants
Stuck!

Poison Petals
Don’t Eat!

From Bird Poop to Wind
How Seeds Get Around

Amazing Plant Bodies
Tiny to Gigantic

Cooking with Sunshine
How Plants Make Food

W
a

te
r P

la
n

ts 
A

ll W
et!



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Ellen Lawrence

Consultant:

George Bowes, PhD 
Professor Emeritus 

Department of Biology 
University of Florida
Gainesville, Florida



Library of Congress Cataloging‑in‑Publication Data

Lawrence, Ellen, 1967– author. 
  Water plants : all wet! / by Ellen Lawrence. 
       pages cm. —  (Plant-ology) 
  Summary: “In this book readers will learn about water plants”— Provided by publisher. 
  Audience: Ages 4–8. 
  Includes bibliographical references and index. 
  ISBN 978-1-62724-865-5 (library binding) — ISBN 1-62724-865-X (library binding) 
 1.  Aquatic plants—Juvenile literature. 2.  Water lilies—Juvenile literature.  I. Title. II. Series: Lawrence, Ellen, 
1967- Plant-ology.  
  QK916.L39 2016 
  581.7'6—dc23 
                                                            2015015378

Copyright © 2016 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, New York, 
New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Credits
Cover, © Jelger Herden/Minden Pictures/FLPA and © Yuriy Kulik/Shutterstock; 2, © tea maeklong/Shutterstock; 
2–3, © Videowokart/Shutterstock; 3TL, © joloei/Shutterstock; 3BR, © Chaowalit Seeneha/Shutterstock; 4, © Svetlana 
Foote/Shutterstock; 4–5, © Yuriy Kulik/Shutterstock; 6, © Frans Lanting/FLPA; 7, © blickwinkel/Alamy; 8T, © subin 
pumsom/Shutterstock; 8B, © Luciano Candisani/Minden Pictures/FLPA; 9, © Willem Kolvoort/Nature Picture Library; 
10T, © Asmus/Shutterstock; 10B, © Christian Fischer; 11, © dpa picture alliance/Alamy; 11L, © ImageBroker/FLPA; 
12, © apomares/IstockPhoto; 13, © Vilainecrevette/Shutterstock; 14, © WaterFrame/Alamy; 15, © vkilikov/Shutterstock; 
16T, © Steve Trewhella/FLPA; 16B, © Norbert Wu/Minden Pictures/FLPA; 17, © worldswildlifewonders/Shutterstock; 
18, © blickwinkel/Alamy; 19T, © Hermann Eisenbeiss/Science Photo Library and © ptnphoto/Shutterstock; 19, © Hermann 
Eisenbeiss/Science Photo Library; 20T, chung toan co/Shutterstock; 20B, © Kenishirotie/Shutterstock; 21, © Peter Titmuss/
Alamy; 22, © Ruby Tuesday Books; 23TL, © NatalieJean/Shutterstock; 23TC, © Hermann Eisenbeiss/Science Photo 
Library; 23TR, © Sever180/Shutterstock; 23BL, © Richard Whitcombe/Shutterstock; 23BC, © Ppaauullee/Shutterstock; 
23BR, © Filipe B. Varela/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Senior Editor: Joyce Tavolacci  
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Design: Emma Randall 
Photo Researcher: Ruby Tuesday Books Ltd



Lily Pads . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4
Plant Parts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6
Floating Plants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8
Tiny and Giant! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10
On the Seashore . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12
An Underwater Meadow . . . . . . . .  14
What Is Seaweed? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16
Trapped! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18
Water Plants to Eat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20

Science Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22

Science Words . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

Read More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

Learn More Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

About the Author. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

Contents



It’s a warm summer day.

Round, green lily pads float on the 
surface of a pond.

A frog sits on one of the pads, 
waiting to catch an insect.

So what exactly are these green 
floating pads?

They are the leaves of water lilies.

Water lilies are plants that live  
and grow in water.

water lily pad

Lily Pads
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Plants that 
grow in ponds, 

lakes, rivers, and 
oceans are known 

as aquatic 
plants.

water lily pads
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There are many different kinds of 
aquatic plants.

Some water plants have leaves, stems, 
flowers, and roots—just like plants 
that grow on land.

The roots take in water and nutrients 
from the muddy soil at the bottom of 
ponds, lakes, and rivers.

Attached to the roots are long stems.

At the end of each stem is a leaf or 
flower that floats on top of the water.

a stem beneath 
the water

a leaf floating on water

Plant Parts 

Unlike the stiff stems of most land-growing plants, the stems 
of water lilies are soft and floppy. Why do you think this is?

(See answer on page 24.)
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Skunk cabbage 
is a water plant that 

grows in wet soil at the 
edges of ponds and lakes. 

It gets its name 
because it smells 

like a skunk!

skunk cabbage
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To learn more about about water plants, visit 
www.bearportpublishing.com/Plant-ology
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Ellen Lawrence lives in the United kingdom. Her 
favorite books to write are those about nature and 

animals. In fact, the first book Ellen bought for 
herself, when she was six years old, was the story 
of a gorilla named Patty Cake that was born in 

New York’s Central Park Zoo.

A water lily’s stems are held up, or supported, 
by the water. Unlike land plants, the stems of 
aquatic plants don’t need to be stiff to hold 
up leaves and flowers.
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