
by Meish Goldish



[ Intentionally Left Blank ]



by Meish Goldish
Consultant: Laurie Bergman, VMD 

Diplomate American College of Veterinary Behaviorists 
Keystone Veterinary Behavior Services 

Villanova, PA

®

Brave Hearts



Library of Congress Cataloging‑in‑Publication Data

Goldish, Meish, author. 
  Brave hearts / by Meish Goldish. 
       pages cm. —  (Dog heroes) 
  Includes bibliographical references and index. 
  ISBN 978-1-62724-516-6 (library binding) — ISBN 1-62724-516-2 (library binding) 
 1.  Dogs—Anecdotes—Juvenile literature. 2.  Animal heroes—Anecdotes—Juvenile literature.  I. Title. 
II. Series: Dog heroes.  
  SF426.5.G644 2015 
  636.7088'7—dc23 
                                                            2014035730

Copyright © 2015 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by 
any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission 
from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, 
New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Credits
Cover and Title Page, © Vkarlov/Shutterstock; TOC, © Dominic Lipinski/PA Wire/Associated 
Press; 4, © PHB.cz (Richard Semik)/Shutterstock; 5, © Michele Leatherbury, DVM/Atlantic Animal 
Hospital; 6, © Michele Leatherbury, DVM/Atlantic Animal Hospital; 7, © Michele Leatherbury, DVM/ 
Atlantic Animal Hospital; 8, © Nata Sdobnikova/Shutterstock; 9, © Sonya Etchison/Shutterstock; 
10L, © Universal News & Sport (Scotland); 10, © Dan Flake/Shutterstock; 11, © Jan Daly/Shutterstock; 
12, © 2010 Brian Smale; 13L, © 2010 Brian Smale; 13R, © Universal News & Sport (Scotland); 
14, © FOX59 News; 15, © FOX59 News; 16TL, © TK; 16TR, © LivingPrimeTime.com; 16, © Malivan 
Iuliia/Shutterstock; 17, © Niagara Region Park Interpretive Programs Office; 18, © Michael Dalder/
Reuters; 19, © craigrobinsonphoto/Thinkstock; 20, © The People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals; 
21, © bigfatgoth/Wikipedia; 22, © Juniors Bildarchiv GmbH/Alamy; 23, © John Alevroyiannis image 
provided by Canine Partners; 24, © The People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals; 25, © Dominic Lipinski/
PA Wire/Associated Press; 25B, © The People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals; 26, © Tina Fineberg/
Associated Press; 27, © Tina Fineberg/Associated Press; 28, © Todd Smarr/Courtesy of Denver 
Post; 29TL, © Susan Schmitz/Shutterstock; 29TR, © Kalmatsuy/Shutterstock; 29BL, © Eric Isselee/
Shutterstock; 29BR, © Eric Isselee/Shutterstock. 

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Senior Editor: Joyce Tavolacci 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Design: Dawn Beard Creative 
Photo Researcher: We Research Pictures, LLC



Table of Contents
Taking a Bullet	 4

Losing and Winning	 6

Brave for a Reason	 8

A Deadly Attack	 10

Going Head to Head	 12

Fire!	 14

A Snowy Trap	 16

Pulling Through	 18

Downhill Disaster	 20

A Daring Rescue	 22

It’s an Honor	 24

Canine Lifesaver	 26

Just the Facts	 28
Common Breeds: 

Brave Dogs	 29
Glossary	 30
Bibliography	 31
Read More	 31
Learn More Online	 31
Index	 32
About the Author	 32



4

Taking a Bullet
Late one night in July 2013, a man was standing 

outside his Virginia home when four armed robbers 
suddenly approached him. They forced the man into the 
house, where his wife and children were asleep. Then they 
began to steal items from the home. Lefty, the family’s 
pit bull, sensed something was wrong and kept a close 
eye on the intruders.

The robbers planned their 
attack at night so it would be 
harder for them to be spotted.
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Suddenly, one of the men pointed a gun at the father. 
Lefty sprang into action, fearlessly leaping in front of 
the weapon to protect her owner. The gunman fired, 
and the bullet struck the dog. The robbers then fled 
the house. Lefty was badly injured but alive. The brave-
hearted canine had saved her owner’s life!

The bullet shattered 
Lefty’s right shoulder 
and damaged her 
right front leg.

Lefty, the family’s 
pet pit bull
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Losing and Winning
After being shot, Lefty was rushed to nearby Atlantic 

Animal Hospital. Doctors were unable to save the dog’s 
damaged right front leg and had to amputate it. Luckily, 
however, the tough canine quickly recovered. She soon 
learned to walk and run on only three legs. 

Lefty recovering 
after surgery
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Because of all the medical treatment she received, 
Lefty had a big hospital bill that her family could not 
afford to pay. Workers at the animal hospital put Lefty’s 
amazing story on the hospital’s Facebook page. Many 
readers were so impressed by the dog’s bravery that 
they sent donations to help out. These gifts ended up 
covering nearly all of Lefty’s medical costs! 

Dr. Michele Leatherbury, 
owner of Atlantic Animal 
Hospital in Accomac, 
Virginia, with Lefty

Atlantic Animal Hospital’s 
Facebook page about Lefty 
received nearly 5,000 views. 
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One evening in January 2010, 11-year-old 
Austin Forman went outside to collect firewood 
in his backyard. As the boy got closer to the 
woodshed, he saw a large animal with sharp teeth. 
Luckily, he had brought his golden retriever, Angel, 
with him. Suddenly, the fierce animal—a cougar—
leaped at Austin. Angel bravely jumped in front of 
the cougar to protect the boy. Austin then raced 
inside to get help as Angel and the cougar fought. 
The brave-hearted canine had saved her owner’s 
life! Look inside for this and other amazing real-life 
stories of courageous dogs willing to risk their lives 
to protect their human companions.
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