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A California sea lion zooms through the ocean. Its 
flippers and sleek body help it speed toward one of its 
favorite places to hunt for fish and squid. As it swims, 
it also keeps an eye out for hungry predators that 
want to attack it. Look inside to discover more about 
California sea lions and their watery world!

Th
is series is ParT of The

California Sea Lion 

Moray Eel

Great White Shark

Saltwater Crocodile

Green Sea Turtle 

Sea Otter



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Jen Green

Consultants:

John E. McCosker, PhD
Chair of Aquatic Biology, California Academy of Sciences

Maureen Flannery, MS
Ornithology and Mammalogy Collection Manager, California Academy of Sciences

Wallace J. Nichols, PhD
Research Associate, California Academy of Sciences

California  
Sea Lion

California  
Sea Lion



Library of Congress Cataloging‑in‑Publication Data 

Green, Jen. 
  California sea lion / by Jen Green. 
       p. cm. —  (The deep end: animal life underwater) 
  Includes bibliographical references and index. 
  ISBN-13: 978-1-61772-919-5 (library binding) — ISBN-10: 1-61772-919-1 (library binding) 
 1.  California sea lion—Juvenile literature.  I. Title.  
  QL737.P63G738 2014 
  599.79'75—dc23
                                                            2013011505

Copyright © 2014 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or  
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording,  
or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher. 

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, 
New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1

Credits
Cover, © Imagebroker/FLPA; 3, © A. Cotton Photo/Shutterstock; 4, © Bruce Guenard/Biosphoto/FLPA; 5, © Doug Perrine/Seapics.com;  
6, © Phillip Colla/Seapics.com; 7, © Wyland/Seapics.com; 8, © Phillip Colla/Seapics.com; 9, © Michael S. Nolan/Seapics.com; 10, 
© Franco Banfi/Getty Images; 11, © Phillip Colla/Seapics.com; 12, © Tobias Fridrich/Seapics.com; 13T, © Shutterstock; 13CL, © Rich Carey/
Shutterstock; 13B, © Bruno Vittorio/Shutterstock; 13, © Norbert Wu/Minden Pictures/FLPA; 14T, © Frederic/Shutterstock; 14B, © Norbert 
Probst/Imagebroker/Photoshot; 15, © Eldad Yitzhak/Shutterstock; 16, © Franco Banfi/Getty Images; 17, © Suzi Eszterhas/Minden Pictures/
FLPA; 18, © Suzi Eszterhas/Minden Pictures/FLPA; 19, © Phillip Colla/Seapics.com; 20, © Tui De Roy/Minden Pictures/Corbis; 21, © Norbert 
Wu/Minden Pictures/Corbis; 22BL, © Shutterstock; 22BR, © Natalie Jean/Shutterstock; 23TL, ©Photoshot; 23TC, © Image Quest Marine; 
23TR, © Authur Morris/Corbis; 23BL, © Frans Lanting/Corbis; 23BC, © Phillip Colla/Seapics.com; 23BR, © Dean/Pennala/Shutterstock. 

Publisher: Kenn Goin
Editorial Director: Adam Siegel
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker
Photo Researcher: Brown Bear Books Ltd



Contents

An Ocean Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
On Land and at Sea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Fast in the Water, Slower on Land . . . . . . 8
Built for Speed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Finding a Meal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
Keeping Safe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Out of the Water . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16
Group Living . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Growing Up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

Science Lab . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
Science Words . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Read More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Learn More Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
About the Author . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24



4

A sea lion is swimming off the 
California coast. 

Suddenly, it spots a group of fish  
in the deep water below.  

The sea lion quickly dives down  
to catch one.

Soon, it returns to the water’s 
surface with a fish between its  
sharp teeth.  

sea lion  
diving for food

How do you think the  
sea lion got its name?

An Ocean Home



5

A California  
sea lion can  

dive as deep as 
900 feet  
(274 m).  

sea lion

fish



6

 Where California 
sea lions live 

On Land  
and at Sea

Sea lions are skillful swimmers, 
yet they are not fish.  

They are mammals that live  
mainly in the sea. 

They come on shore to rest,  
sit in the sun, and have babies. 

The rest of the time they swim,  
float, and play in the ocean. 

Sea lions got their name because 
males sometimes roar like lions.

male California 
sea lion roaring

Pacific 
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Sea lions  
are a kind of  

seal. There are six  
types of sea lions  
found in oceans  

around the  
world.

mother California  
sea lion

young California 
sea lions



24

Index
diving 4–5

eyesight 12

fish 4–5, 6, 12–13

flippers 8, 10–11

great white sharks 14

hearing 12

hunting 4–5, 12, 14, 18, 20

killer whales 14

mammals 6, 16

milk 16

prey 12–13

pups 16–17, 18–19, 20

rookery 18–19

speed 8–9

whiskers 12 

 Jen Green has been interested in natural history since she was a child.  
She has written dozens of children’s books on subjects as varied as raccoons, 
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