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A Giant
Grasshopper

The giant weta (WAYT-uh) is the
world’s biggest grasshopper.

This insect can weigh up to 2.5
ounces (71 g), or as much as three mice.




A giant weta can grow
up to four inches (10 cm)
long. That is about as
long as a new crayon.




Istand Homes

There are 11 kinds of giant wetas.

These big grasshoppers live on
a few islands that are part of
New Zealand.

The largest weta of all is the
Little Barrier Island giant weta.

It is named for the small island
on which it is found.

New Zealand is a country in
the Pacific Ocean. It is made

up of two large islands and
many smaller islands.
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To learn more about giant wetas, visit

predators 8, 10
scientists 20
spikes 14-15
titan beetle 22
tuatara 10
weight 4, 14, 22

Packard, Mary. Goliath
Beetle: One of the
World's Heaviest Insects
(SuperSized!). New York:
Bearport (2007).

bearportpublishing.com/EvenMoreSuperSized

24



[Intentionally Left Blank]



Giant Weta

The World’s Biggest Grasshopper

Imagine a grasshopper that weighs as much as three mice and
grows to be four inches (10 cm) long. The giant weta is so heavy
that it can’t jump like other grasshoppers. Instead, it walks or
crawls to move around.

Look inside to learn more about where the world'’s biggest
grasshopper lives, what it eats, and how it begins its life in a

tiny egg.
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