
by Jessica Rudolph



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Jessica Rudolph

Consultant: Virginia Wight, M.D. 
President, National American Shorthair Club 

www.ashclub.org

2349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   12349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   12349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   12349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   12349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   12349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   12349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   12349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   12349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   12349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   12349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   12349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   1 12/20/10   10:42:20 AM12/20/10   10:42:20 AM12/20/10   10:42:20 AM12/20/10   10:42:20 AM12/20/10   10:42:20 AM12/20/10   10:42:20 AM12/20/10   10:42:20 AM12/20/10   10:42:20 AM12/20/10   10:42:20 AM12/20/10   10:42:20 AM



Credits
Cover and Title Page, © Richard Katris/Chanan Photography;  TOC, © Richard Katris/Chanan 
Photography;  4, © Courtesy National Archives/Kimberlee Hewitt;  5L, © White House Photo 
Office/Susan Sterner;  5R, © Paul Morse;  6, © Image Asset Management Ltd./SuperStock;  7, © 
Kenneth H. Thomas/Photo Researchers, Inc.;  8T, © North Wind Picture Archives/Alamy;  8B, © 
Johan De Meester/Arterra Picture Library/Alamy;  9, © Callalloo Francais/Pixmac;  10, © Barbara 
O’Brien Photography;  11L, © Richard Katris/Chanan Photography;  11R, © Richard Katris/Chanan 
Photography;  12TL, © J-L Klein & M-L Hubert/Bios/Photolibrary;  12TR, © Richard Katris/
Chanan Photography;  12BL, © Richard Katris/Chanan Photography;  12BR, © Richard Katris/
Chanan Photography;  13T, © Richard Katris/Chanan Photography;  13B, © Richard Katris/Chanan 
Photography;  14, © Japack/age fotostock;  15, © Frank Nash/Alamy;  16L, © Richard Katris/Chanan 
Photography;  16R, © Richard Katris/Chanan Photography;  17, © Barbara O’Brien Photography;  18T, 
© Eunice Pearcy/Animals Animals Enterprises;  18B, © MIXA/SuperStock;  19, © Nao Imai/Aflo Foto 
Agency/Photolibrary;  20, © Barbara O’Brien Photography;  21, © White House Photo Office/Paul 
Morse;  22, © Richard Katris/Chanan Photography;  23, © Tamila Aspen/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Senior Editor: Lisa Wiseman 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Design: Dawn Beard Creative 
Photo Researcher: Omni-Photo Communications, Inc.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Rudolph, Jessica. 
  American shorthairs : pioneers / by Jessica Rudolph. 
       p. cm. —  (Cat-ographies) 
  Includes bibliographical references and index. 
  ISBN-13: 978-1-61772-143-4 (library binding) 
  ISBN-10: 1-61772-143-3 (library binding) 
 1.  American shorthair cat—Juvenile literature.  I. Title.  
  SF449.A45R83 2011 
  636.8’22—dc22 
                                                           2010037155

Copyright © 2011 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of 
this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 101 Fifth Avenue, 
Suite 6R, New York, New York 10003. Printed in the United States of America in North 
Mankato, Minnesota.

122010 
10810CGD

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

2349-AmericanShorthair_FNL.indd   2 12/20/10   10:44:00 AM



ContentsContentsContentsContentsContentsContentsContentsContentsContentsContentsContentsContentsContentsContentsContents
First Cat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Master Mousers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

All‑American Cats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Strong Body, Cute Face . . . . . . . . . . 10

A Cat of Many Colors . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

The Just‑Right Cat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Silent Language . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Shorthair Kittens . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

A New Family . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

American Shorthairs at a Glance. . . . 22

Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

Bibliography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

Read More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

Learn More Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

About the Author . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24



A Head v From 2001 to 2009, a very special four‑legged furball From 2001 to 2009, a very special four‑legged furball From 2001 to 2009, a very special four‑legged furball From 2001 to 2009, a very special four‑legged furball From 2001 to 2009, a very special four‑legged furball From 2001 to 2009, a very special four‑legged furball From 2001 to 2009, a very special four‑legged furball From 2001 to 2009, a very special four‑legged furball From 2001 to 2009, a very special four‑legged furball From 2001 to 2009, a very special four‑legged furball From 2001 to 2009, a very special four‑legged furball 

lived in the White House with President George W. Bush lived in the White House with President George W. Bush lived in the White House with President George W. Bush lived in the White House with President George W. Bush lived in the White House with President George W. Bush lived in the White House with President George W. Bush lived in the White House with President George W. Bush lived in the White House with President George W. Bush lived in the White House with President George W. Bush lived in the White House with President George W. Bush lived in the White House with President George W. Bush 

and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a and his family. India, a black American shorthair, was a 

very important member of the very important member of the very important member of the very important member of the First FamilyFirst FamilyFirst FamilyFirst FamilyFirst FamilyFirst FamilyFirst FamilyFirst FamilyFirst Family.

First Cat

India in the 
White House
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President Bush’s daughters, President Bush’s daughters, President Bush’s daughters, 
Barbara (left) and Jenna Barbara (left) and Jenna Barbara (left) and Jenna Barbara (left) and Jenna Barbara (left) and Jenna 

(right), pose with India at (right), pose with India at (right), pose with India at (right), pose with India at (right), pose with India at 
Jenna’s wedding.Jenna’s wedding.Jenna’s wedding.Jenna’s wedding.

Barbara Bush named India Barbara Bush named India Barbara Bush named India Barbara Bush named India 
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was nicknamed “Elwas nicknamed “Elwas nicknamed “El Indio.” Indio.” 
India’s family also called her India’s family also called her 
“Willie” and “Kitty.”
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A Head v
Master Mousers

While India was a While India was a While India was a While India was a While India was a pamperedpampered pet, her  pet, her ancestorsancestors were used 
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on the on the MayflowerMayflower (shown  (shown Mayflower (shown MayflowerMayflower (shown Mayflower
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just one group of pioneers who just one group of pioneers who just one group of pioneers who 
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Where American Shorthairs Came From

europeeuropeeuropeeuropeeuropeeurope

N

S

EW

Pacific 
Ocean

Pacific 
Ocean

Indian 
Ocean

Atlantic 
Ocean

North North North 
AmericAmericAmericAmericAmeric

siA

AustrustrAliliAA

ANANtAtAt rcticA
Southern Ocean

Arctic Ocean

england

6



While aboard the pioneers’ ships, the shorthaired While aboard the pioneers’ ships, the shorthaired While aboard the pioneers’ ships, the shorthaired While aboard the pioneers’ ships, the shorthaired While aboard the pioneers’ ships, the shorthaired While aboard the pioneers’ ships, the shorthaired While aboard the pioneers’ ships, the shorthaired While aboard the pioneers’ ships, the shorthaired While aboard the pioneers’ ships, the shorthaired 

cats had a tough job—killing cats had a tough job—killing cats had a tough job—killing cats had a tough job—killing cats had a tough job—killing rodentsrodents! Before leaving for ! Before leaving for ! Before leaving for 

America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and America, the ships were packed with lots of food. Rats and 

mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave mice would sneak on for a meal, and the ships would leave 

with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during with them still aboard. The cats protected the food during 
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Cats that hunt rodents Cats that hunt rodents Cats that hunt rodents Cats that hunt rodents 
are called mousersmousersmousers. 
American shorthair cats American shorthair cats American shorthair cats American shorthair cats American shorthair cats 
are among the best are among the best are among the best 
mousers in the world. mousers in the world. mousers in the world. mousers in the world. mousers in the world. 
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