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Stung!
Jade Hudson-Clark was having fun at the beach. The 

11-year-old girl had gone for a swim in the warm waters of 

the Pacific Ocean near Townsville, Australia. Her two friends, 

Chelsea, 13, and Erin, 15, were splashing around nearby.  

Then something went wrong. Jade felt as though a hundred 

pins were going into her leg. Chelsea and Erin heard Jade call 

out that she couldn’t swim. They hurried over and pulled her out 

of the water. Their friend was not out of danger, however. The 

girls didn’t know for certain yet, but Jade had been stung by a 

box jellyfish—the deadliest, most venomous sea creature in 

the world.

Townsville, Australia

In Australia, box 
jellyfish are also 
known as “boxies” 

and “stingers.”
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A box jellyfish swimming in the ocean near Townsville, Australia
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Beach Rescue
When Jade was stung, she felt something stringy wrap 

around her leg. She tried kicking it off, but that didn’t work. 

Neither did trying to swim away. A horrible, needle-like pain 

slowed her down. She also felt her heart start to beat very fast. 

That’s why she called out for help.

After Jade’s friends pulled her out of the water, they took 

more steps to save her life. Chelsea ran to a lifeguard station 

and came back with a bottle of vinegar. She poured it over the 

stings on Jade’s body. Then she waved down a passing car. The 

driver called for an ambulance, which took Jade to a nearby 

hospital. After spending a night there, Jade was allowed to go 

home. She was soon back to normal, except for some scars 

from the sting.

Vinegar is kept at 

lifeguard stations in
 

northern Australia, where 

Townsville is located, i
n 

case jellyfish stings
 need 

to be treated.
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In this photo, Jade (center) gets a 
hug from her friends Erin (left) and 
Chelsea (right).
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Jade Hudson-Clark had gone for a swim. Her friends Chelsea and 
Erin were splashing around nearby. Then something went wrong. 
Jade felt as though a hundred pins were going into her leg. Her 
friends hurried over and pulled her out of the water. Jade was 
not yet out of danger, however. She had just been stung by a box 
jellyfish—the deadliest, most venomous sea creature in the world.

The box jellyfish may look like other kinds of jellyfish—but it isn’t. 
Look inside for the surprising truth about how dangerous this sea 
creature really is. You’ll also find out where it lives, what it eats—
and how to stay safe if you meet up with one in the water.aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnndddddddddddd hhhhhhhhhhoooowww tttttoo sssstttttaaaaaayyyyyyyyyyyyy ssssssssssaaaaaaaafffffffffffffffffffeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee iiiiiiiifffffffff 

Blue-Ringed Octopus
Small But Deadly
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 Portuguese Man-of-War
Floating Misery
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Moray Eel
Dangerous Teeth
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Stonefish
Needles of Pain
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Box Jellyfish
Killer Tentacles
Box JellyfisJellJellyfishBox 
KKiilller TTeennttaacclleesKKKiilllleerr TTeennttaacclleesss

Shark
The Shredder
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