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 A Very Big Discovery
On October 2, 2007, Canadian scientist Jean Thie (TEE) 

was studying satellite photos of Earth on his computer. He 

looked very carefully at a photo that showed wetlands in 

Canada’s Wood Buffalo National Park. Suddenly, something 

in the photo caught Jean’s attention. He zoomed in to take a 

closer look.

The world’s longest beaver dam 
(shown in yellow) is about three feet 
(.9 m) high and four feet (1.2 m) wide. 
Few people have seen it because it is 
far from any roads or trails. 
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North American 
beaver

Beavers are the largest member of the 

rodent family in North America, which also 

includes squirrels, mice, and rats. The furry 

builders can grow up to four feet (1.2 m) long.

Jean saw a large object stretched between two wooded 

areas. As he studied the photo, he was shocked to discover 

that he was actually looking at a huge beaver dam. “To find 

a 500‑meter (1,640‑ft) dam is not that hard,” Jean said, “but 

850 [meters] (2,789 ft) is quite amazing!” In fact, Jean had 

discovered the longest beaver dam in the world. It was longer 

than nine football fields placed end to end!
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The dam that Jean Thie discovered is located in western 

Canada. Yet beavers build dams all across North America, 

as well as in parts of Europe and Asia. Why do the furry 

engineers make them?

A beaver family, or colony, usually needs a colony, usually needs a colony pond where it 

can build its home. Most of the time, beavers don’t go out 

and look for ponds. Instead, they make them using water from 

a river or stream. To do that, they first need to build a dam.

 Nature’s Builders

Beavers in the Wild

 Where 
Eurasian 
beavers live

 Where 
North American 
beavers live

Instead of building a home in a pond, 

some beavers dig a home, called a 

den, into the side of a river or lake.
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There are two kinds 
of beaver—the North 
American and the 
Eurasian beaver. 
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Beavers make a dam out of branches, logs, and mud. The 

dam stops the flow of water from a river or stream. The 

blocked water behind the dam spreads out over the nearby 

land and forms a pond. Now the busy animals can start their 

next project—building the family’s home, or lodge.

A beaver family can 
build a dam in about 
a week. 

beaver pond

dam

A pond created by a beaver dam is usually home to one beaver colony.
7



Index

About the Author

32



[Intentionally Left Blank]



The Honey Bee’s Hive
A Thriving City

The Beaver’s Lodge
Building with Leftovers

The Prairie Dog’s Town
A Perfect Hideaway

The Coral Reef
A Giant City Under the Sea

The Bat’s Cave
A Dark City

TThhhhhhheee BBBBBBBeeeaaaaaaavvvvvveeeeeeeeeeerrrrr’’’ssssss LLLLLLLLLooooooooddddddddddgggggggggeeeeeeeee
BBBuuuuuuuuiiillldddddiiiiiinnnnnnngggggggg wwwwwwwiiiiiitttttttthhhhhhhhhh LLLLLLLLLeeeeeeefttoovvvveeeerrrrssssssssBBBuuuuuuuiiiillllllddddddiiiiiinnnnnnngggggg  wwwwwwwiiiittthhhhhhh LLeeeeeeftovveeeeerrrrssssssss

The Beaver’s Lodge
Building with Leftovers
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The Honey Bee’s Hive
A Thriving City

The Ant’s Nest
A Huge, Underground City

Scientist Jean Thie was studying satellite photos of Earth on 
his computer. He looked very carefully at a photo that showed 
wetlands in Canada’s Wood Buffalo National Park. Suddenly, 
something caught his attention. Jean zoomed in and saw a large 
object stretched between two areas. As he studied the photo, 
he was shocked to discover that he was looking at a huge 
beaver dam—the longest one in the world!

Beavers build dams to create ponds where they can construct 
their cozy, dome-shaped homes. Look inside to find out how 
these furry engineers cut down trees, haul heavy logs, and use 
mud and sticks to hold their building projects together. You’ll 
also find out how beavers use icy water to store food and carry 
out other surprising tasks as they go about their busy lives.
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