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In 2005, forest workers in Northumberland, England, made 
a spectacular discovery. Wood ants in a forest there had 
built an anthill out of spruce and pine needles that was five 
and a half feet (1.7 m) tall. This towering structure, however, 
was only the entrance to the wood ant’s huge home. 
Tunnels starting in the anthill led to a hidden underground 
nest that was home to a colony of 500,000 wood ants!

Welcome to the ant’s huge underground city. Here you’ll 
discover how the insects rest, take care of their queen, and 
raise their young. You’ll also find out how some ants grow 
their own food and carry out other surprising tasks as they 
go about their busy lives.

The Ant’s Nest
A Huge, Underground City

The Coral Reef
A Giant City Under the Sea

The Bat’s Cave
A Dark City

The Honey Bee’s Hive
A Thriving City

The Beaver’s Lodge
Building with Leftovers

The Prairie Dog’s Town
A Perfect Hideaway
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