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Over and over, Joe Montana stepped 
back into the pocketpocket. The San Francisco 
49ers’ quarterback looked past the 
Denver Broncos’ defendersdefenders. He scanned 
the field. He found his receiversreceivers and 
sent the ball flying.

Joe’s passes were perfect spiralsspirals 
spinning toward their targets. As each 
one was caught, 49ers fans at Super 
Bowl XXIV (24) stood up and cheered.

Even for Joe—perhaps the greatest 
quarterback ever—this performance 
was amazing. Could he keep it up and 
bring his team another title?

Joe Montana
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Joe had already led 
the 49ers to wins in Super 

Bowls XVI (16), XIX (19), 
and XXIII (23). Another win 

would tie the record for 
most victories by a team.

Joe (#16) looks to throw the 
ball to one of his receivers 
during Super Bowl XXIV (24) 
on January 28, 1990.
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Joe Montana grew up about 25 miles 
(40 km) south of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
This area is known as football country. 
Like most of his neighbors, Joe learned to 
love football as a kid.

What Joe enjoyed most was throwing 
the ball. He practiced for hours by aiming 
the ball at an old car tire swinging from 
a tree.

It was no surprise that Joe became 
a star passer in high school. As his 
coach once said, Joe “was born to be a 
quarterback.”

Joe grew up in 
Monongahela, 
Pennsylvania.
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In his senior year of 
high school, Joe was 

named an All-American.
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S UP E R  B O W L  X X I V

S U P E R  B O W L  X X I VS U P E R  B O W L  X X I V

The San Francisco 49ers were trying for their 
fourth Super Bowl win. Joe Montana—perhaps 
the greatest quarterback ever—was having the 
game of his life. Could he keep it up and lead his 
team to another title? 

Troy Aikman
and the Dallas Cowboys
SUPER BOWL XXVII

Tom Brady 
and the New England Patriots
SUPER BOWL XXXVIII

John Elway 
and the Denver Broncos
SUPER BOWL XXXIII 

Dexter Jackson 
and the Tampa Bay Buccaneers
SUPER BOWL XXXVII

Eli Manning 
and the New York Giants
SUPER BOWL XLII

Peyton Manning 
and the Indianapolis Colts
SUPER BOWL XLI

Joe Montana
and the San Francisco 49ers
SUPER BOWL XXIV

Hines Ward 
and the Pittsburgh Steelers
SUPER BOWL XL

Kurt Warner 
and the St. Louis Rams 
SUPER BOWL XXXIV

SBS_COVS.indd   3 4/29/08   11:51:45 AM


