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What Is a Habitat?

A habitat is a place in nature where living
things make their home. Forests, mountains,

deserts, grasslands, and oceans are habitats

for plants and animals. All living things get
food, water, and everything else they need to

survive from these places.

Different kinds of plants and animals need

different kinds of habitats. For example, a
polar bear needs to live in a cold, icy place.

It couldn’t survive in a hot, dry desert. If its
habitat is damaged or destroyed, the bear can’t
just move somewhere else. It may die out and

become extinct.

A polar bear’s
icy home




Every animal has adapted
to its own habitat. For example,
ducks live in rivers and ponds.
Their feet are webbed so they can
move quickly through water.




Habitats in Danger

Who could destroy a habitat? The answer is
people.

People damage habitats to get the natural
resources they need from Earth. They clear
land to plant crops for food, cut down forests to
get wood for building homes, and dig into the
ground to get oil and coal for fuel.

Long ago, there were fewer people on
the planet than there are now. People could
get what they needed from Earth without
destroying many habitats. Today, the world’s
population is growing very quickly and lots of
resources are needed. This means that more
habitats are being destroyed. There are now
fewer and fewer places where wildlife can

survive.

i The planet’s population is
increasing very quickly. In 1950,

there were 2.5 billion people in
the world. By 2050, there will be
more than 9 billion people.
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A new home being built
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%
in Danger

People often damage Earth’s animal and plant habitats to
get the resources they need to survive. They clear land to
plant crops, cut down forests to get wood, and dig into
the ground for oil and coal. As the world’s population
grows, more and more of these habitats are destroyed
because more resources are needed. Increasingly, there
are fewer places where wildlife can survive. How can
people get what they need without damaging the land?
Look inside to find the answer and learn how everyone
can help protect the planet.
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