
by Meish Goldish

NBB_COVERS.indd   3 4/24/08   8:39:06 AM



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Meish Goldish

Consultant: Brian V. Brown
Curator, Entomology Section

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

1623_SpookyWolfSpiders_FNL.indd   1 4/10/08   4:40:44 PM



Credits
Cover, © Pascal Goetgheluck/Ardea; 5, © sdewdney/Istockphoto.com; 6T, © Konstantin Kikvidze/Shutterstock; 6C, 
© Greg Harold/Auscape/Minden Pictures; 6B, © Gary Meszaros/Photo Researchers, Inc.; 7, © Pascal Goetgheluck/
Ardea; 8, © Cathy Keifer/Shutterstock; 9, © Cathy Keifer/Shutterstock; 10, © Cathy Keifer/Shutterstock; 11, © 
Frank Siteman/age fotostock / SuperStock; 12, © Anthony Bannister/Photo Researchers, Inc.; 13, © Jose B. Ruiz/
Nature Picture Library/Alamy; 14T, © Graphic Science/Alamy; 14C, © Damian Herde/Shutterstock; 14B, © Bonneau 
Stéphan/Biosphoto/Peter Arnold Inc.; 15, © Gary Meszaros/Visuals Unlimited; 16, © Dwight Kuhn/Dwight Kuhn 
Photography; 17, Greg Harold/Auscape/Minden Pictures; 18T, © Dwight Kuhn/Dwight Kuhn Photography; 18B, © 
Hans Pfletschinger/Peter Arnold; 19, © WildPictures / Alamy; 21, © Oxford Scientific Films/Photolibrary; 22TL, © David 
Cappaert, Michigan State University, United States; 22TR, © David Kuhn/Dwight Kuhn Photography; 22BL, © Joseph 
Berger/Bugwood.org; 22BR, © David Kuhn/Dwight Kuhn Photography; 23TL, © Jim Wehtje/Photodisc Green/Getty 
Images; 23TR, © Dwight Kuhn/Dwight Kuhn Photography; 23BL, © Anthony Bannister/Photo Researchers, Inc.; 23BR, 
© Cathy Keifer/Shutterstock; 24, © Cathy Keifer/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin
Editorial Director: Adam Siegel
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker
Design: Dawn Beard Creative
Photo Researcher: James O’Connor

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Goldish, Meish.
 Spooky wolf spiders / by Meish Goldish.
      p. cm. —  (No backbone! The world of invertebrates)
 Includes bibliographical references and index.
 ISBN-13: 978-1-59716-706-2 (library binding)
 ISBN-10: 1-59716-706-1 (library binding)
1.  Wolf spiders—Juvenile literature.  I. Title.

 QL458.42.L9G65 2009
 595.4’4—dc22
                                                           2008006170

Copyright © 2009 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, 
or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 101 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6R, 
New York, New York 10003. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

1623_SpookyWolfSpiders_FNL.indd   2 4/10/08   4:42:01 PM



ContentsContents
Spooky Spiders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4
Many Kinds, Many Places . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6
Eight Legs, Eight Eyes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8
Hairy Hunters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10
A Juicy Meal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12
Staying Safe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14
Spinning Silk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16
Baby Spiders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18
Growing Up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20

A World of Invertebrates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22
Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23
Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24
Read More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24
Learn More Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24
About the Author . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

1623_SpookyWolfSpiders_FNL.indd   3 3/17/08   4:12:48 PM



4

Spooky SpidersSpooky Spiders
Wolf spiders have hairy bodies.

They look spooky, but they are not 
dangerous to people.

A wolf spider’s bite cannot kill a person.

Insects, however, need to watch out.

Wolf spiders are very good at catching 
and killing them!

Wolf spiders hunt alone. 

They may have gotten their 

name because people once 

thought they hunted in groups, 

like wolves.
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Many Kinds, Many Kinds, 
Many PlacesMany Places
There are more than 2,000 kinds of 
wolf spiders.

These little creatures live in almost 
every part of the world.

They are found in both hot and cold 
places.

They make their homes in forests and 
deserts, and on beaches and mountains.

Wolf spiders are also found in people’s 
homes and yards.
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Some wolf spiders are as 

small as .2 inches (.5 cm) 

long. Others can be as big 

as 2 inches (5 cm).
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Read MoreRead More

Meish Goldish has written more than 

100 books for children. He lives in Brooklyn, New York, 

where wolf spiders sometimes visit his home.
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Crafty Garden Spiders

Deadly Black Widows

Hairy Tarantulas

Jumping Spiders

Spooky Wolf Spiders

Tricky Trapdoor Spiders

Wolf spiders don’t spin webs to catch their food. What do they do 

instead? They hunt insects by using their sharp eyesight—they 

have eight eyes—and incredible speed. Look inside to discover 

more fascinating facts about this spooky-looking creature.
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