
by 
Meish Goldish

 NBB_covers.indd   1 10/24/07   8:08:41 AM



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Meish Goldish

Consultant: Brian V. Brown
Curator, Entomology Section

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County

1502_SmellyStinkBugs_FINAL.indd   1 10/23/07   10:37:16 AM



Credits
Cover, 4–5, © Ingo Arndt/Minden Pictures; 6–7, © NHPA/James Carmichael Jr; 8T, © Mark Moffett/Minden 
Pictures; 8M, © Art Wolfe/Riser/Getty Images; 8B, © Ingo Arndt/Minden Pictures; 9, © Clemson University-USDA 
Cooperative Extension Slide Series, Bugwood.org; 10, © David Kuhn/Dwight Kuhn Photography; 11, © Jack Clark/
Animals Animals Earth Scenes; 12, © NHPA/James Carmichael Jr; 13, © Ed Reschke/Peter Arnold, Inc.; 14–15, © 
Nick Monaghan; 16, © Piotr Naskrecki/Minden Pictures; 17, © David Kuhn/Dwight Kuhn Photography; 18, © Doug 
Wechsler/The Academy of Natural Sciences; 19, © David R. Lance, USDA APHIS PPQ, United States; 20, © Lynette 
Schimming; 21, © Ingo Arndt/Minden Pictures; 22TL, © Dwight Kuhn/Dwight Kuhn Photography; 22TR, © Oxford 
Scientific Films/Photolibrary; 22BL, © Tom Murray/BugGuide.com; 22BR, © Tom Murray/BugGuide.com; 22Spot, 
© Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado State University, Bugwood.org; 23TL, © Jim Wehtje/Photodisc Green/Getty Images; 
23TR, © Jack Clark/Animals Animals Earth Scenes; 23BL, © Kevin D. Arvin, United States; 23BR, © David R. Lance, 
USDA APHIS PPQ, United States.

Publisher: Kenn Goin
Editorial Director: Adam Siegel
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker
Design: Dawn Beard Creative
Photo Researcher: Nancy Tobin

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Goldish, Meish.
 Smelly stink bugs / by Meish Goldish.
     p. cm. —  (No backbone! The world of invertebrates)
 Includes bibliographical references and index.
 ISBN-13: 978-1-59716-580-8 (library binding)
 ISBN-10: 1-59716-580-8 (library binding)
1.  Stinkbugs—Juvenile literature.  I. Title.

 QL523.P5G65 2008
 595.7—dc22
                                                           2007031228

Copyright © 2008 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, 
or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 101 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6R, 
New York, New York 10003. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

1502_SmellyStinkBugs_FINAL.indd   2 10/23/07   10:37:26 AM



ContentsContents
Making a Stink . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4
A Skeleton on the Outside . . . . . . . . . . .  6
Pretty Colors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8
A Needle-Sharp Beak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10
A Liquid Diet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12
Stinky Meals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14
Blending In . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16
Starting Out . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18
Growing Up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20

A World of Invertebrates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22
Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  23
Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24
Read More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24
Learn More Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24
About the Author  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

1502_SmellyStinkBugs_FINAL.indd   3 10/3/07   5:30:02 PM



4

Making a StinkMaking a Stink
A stink bug is a kind of insect.

It gets its name from the stinky liquid 
it makes in its body.

When a stink bug is scared, it sprays 
the liquid—and it smells awful! 

Some people 

call stink bugs the 

skunks of the insect 

world.

1502_SmellyStinkBugs_FINAL.indd   4 10/3/07   5:30:17 PM



5

1502_SmellyStinkBugs_FINAL.indd   5 10/3/07   5:30:34 PM



6

A Skeleton on A Skeleton on 
the Outsidethe Outside
Like all insects, a stink bug has six legs 
and two antennas. 

It also has a hard covering called an 
exoskeleton.

This kind of skeleton is on the outside 
of an insect’s body. 

The exoskeleton protects the soft parts 
of the stink bug’s body.

Many kinds of animals 

use their noses to smell 

things. Stink bugs don’t 

have noses. They use 

their antennas for 

smelling.
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antennas

legs
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To learn more about stink bugs, visit 

www.bearportpublishing.com/NoBackbone-Insects
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Beautiful Butterflies 

Bloodthirsty Mosquitoes 

Deadly Praying Mantises 

Helpful Ladybugs 

Hidden Walkingsticks 

Hungry Cockroaches 

Killer Bees 

Leaping Grasshoppers 

Smelly Stink Bugs 

Speedy Dragonflies 

How did stink bugs get their name? They got it from 

the smelly liquid that they spray to keep enemies away. 

Look inside to discover more fascinating facts 

about these smelly creatures.
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