
Bearport
T

h
e 2001 W

o
rld

 Trad
e C

en
ter A

ttack
G

reen
e

by Jacqueline Dembar Greene

The Challenger Space Shuttle Explosion

Emergency at Three Mile Island

The Exxon Valdez’s Deadly Oil Spill

The Great Chicago Fire

The Hindenburg Disaster

Nightmare on the Titanic

The Texas City Disaster

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire

It was a sunny fall morning in New York City. Firefighters from Ladder 
Company 6 looked up in surprise. A jet roared above them. It was flying 
low—too low. Suddenly it crashed into the North Tower of the World 
Trade Center. 

Within minutes, the crew from Ladder Company 6 arrived on the scene. 
As they began their heroic rescue efforts, a second plane crashed into the 
South Tower. Soon emergency workers from all over the city rushed to the 
site to help. When the disaster finally ended, the survivors—along with 
the rest of the country—would remember and honor the thousands who 
had died on this tragic day.
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News of a Disaster
It was a sunny fall morning in New York City on 

September 11, 2001. At 8:46 a.m., firefighters at the  
station house of Ladder Company 6 heard a loud noise. 
They looked up in surprise. A jet roared above them.  
It was flying low—too low.

�



�

In another fire station about 100 blocks north, the 
intercom crackled on. A voice told the firefighters to turn 
on the television, quickly. Commander Richard Picciotto 
(pich-ee-OH-toh), or “Chief Pitch,” watched the news, 
stunned.

“I saw what everyone else saw,” he later remembered. 
“The North Tower of the World Trade Center, smoking 
like crazy.” He could barely believe his eyes. A plane had 
crashed into the skyscraper.

The Twin Towers were made up of the 
North Tower and the South Tower. 
About 50,000 people worked in the 
Twin Towers. Each day 26,000 tourists 
visited the buildings.

Smoke poured from the North 
Tower. It had been struck 
between the 94th and 98th floors 
by American Airlines Flight 11.



Racing to the Rescue
Within minutes, a crew from Ladder Company 6 

arrived at the scene. Chunks of debris were falling from  
the burning building.

The firefighters dashed inside the North Tower. Each 
of them was carrying gear that weighed about 60 pounds 
(27 kg). Suddenly, they felt a jolt. A second plane had just 
crashed into the South Tower of the World Trade Center.  
It was 9:03 a.m.

�

As people below watched 
in horror, United Airlines 
Flight 175 crashed between 
the 78th and 84th floors of 
the South Tower.



“	The second plane . . . 
didn’t simply hit the 
building, it exploded 
through it.”
–Owen Burdick, who saw the 

events a few blocks away from 
the World Trade Center
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When they were completed in 1973, 
the Twin Towers were the tallest 
buildings in the world. Each tower 
had 110 stories. The South Tower 
was 1,362 feet (415 m) tall. The North 
Tower was 1,368 feet (417 m) high.

The island of Manhattan makes up part 
of New York City, along with Brooklyn, 
Queens, Staten Island, and the Bronx. �

Chief Pitch saw the second plane crash on television. 
At once, he was on his way. He drove to the World Trade 
Center at full speed, with sirens blaring. There, he saw flames 
shooting from the top floors of both towers.
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