
B

by Paul Sereno
and Natalie Lunis

1247_COV_SCROC_rev_7titles.indd   1 1/12/07   10:50:34 AM



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Paul Sereno 
and Natalie Lunis

Paul Sereno’s Dinosaur Eater

SuperCroc_1247_PDF.indd   1 6/21/06   9:18:55 AM



Credits

Cover, © Reuters / Corbis; Title Page, © Mike Hettwer / Project Exploration; 4, © Mike Hettwer 

/ Project Exploration; 5, © Mike Hettwer / Project Exploration; 7, © John Sibbick; 8, © Mike 

Hettwer / Project Exploration; 9, © Mike Hettwer / Project Exploration; 10, © Christian Montenat; 

11, © Philippe Taquet; 12, © Paul C. Sereno  / Project Exploration; 13, © Mike Hettwer / Project 

Exploration; 14, © Mike Hettwer / Project Exploration; 15, © AP Wide World Photos; 16, © Zigmund 

Leszczynski / Animals Animals – Earth Scenes; 17T, © Gavriel Jecan / Corbis; 17B, © Zigmund 

Leszczynski / Animals Animals – Earth Scenes; 18, © Royalty-Free/Corbis; 19, © Mike Hettwer 

/ Project Exploration; 20, © Robert Clark; 21, © Shutterstock; 22, © Mike Hettwer / Project 

Exploration; 23, © Claus Meyer / Minden Pictures; 24, © Gary Staab Studio; 25T, © Gary Staab 

Studio; 25B, © Gary Staab Studio; 26, © AP Wide World Photos; 27, © Reuters / Corbis; 28–29 

Rodica Prato; 28, Kathrin Ayer; 29T, © Dorling Kindersley Media Library; 29B, Kathrin Ayer.

Publisher: Kenn Goin

Editorial Director: Adam Siegel

Creative Director: Spencer Brinker

Photo Researcher: Beaura Kathy Ringrose

Design: Dawn Beard Creative

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Sereno, Paul C.

  Supercroc : Paul Sereno’s dinosaur eater / by Paul Sereno and Natalie Lunis.

       p. cm. —  (Fossil hunters)

  Includes bibliographical references and index.

  ISBN-13: 978-1-59716-255-5 (library binding)

  ISBN-10: 1-59716-255-8 (library binding)

  ISBN-13: 978-1-59716-283-8 (pbk.)

  ISBN-10: 1-59716-283-3 (pbk.)

 1.  Crocodiles, Fossil—Juvenile literature. 2.  Dinosaurs—Juvenile literature.  I. Lunis, Natalie. II. 

Title. III. Series.

  QE862.C8S47 2007

  567.9’8—dc22

                                                            2006013796

Copyright © 2007 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication 

may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by 

any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission 

from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 101 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6R, 

New York, New York 10003. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

SuperCroc_1247_PDF.indd   2 6/26/06   8:49:00 AM



Table of Contents
Skull in the Sand  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Killer in the Water. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Finding More Fossils  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

The Flesh Crocodile Emperor . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

New Pieces to an Old Puzzle . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12

The Search Goes On. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

The Croc Family Tree  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16

Hiding and Hunting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

A Big Bite  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

Measuring Up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

A Life-Size Model  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

A Journey Across Time. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

A Trip Back in Time:
  Who Lived with SuperCroc? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
Glossary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30
Bibliography  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Read More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Learn More Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
About the Authors  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32

SuperCroc_1247_PDF.indd   3 6/21/06   9:19:25 AM



44

Skull in the Sand 
The huge skull poked out of the hot sand. Paul Sereno 

and his team brushed some of the sand away. They then 
chipped at the rock that clung to the creature’s bones. 
Finally, they could see the whole skull. 

The skull’s lower jaw alone was nearly six feet (1.8 m) long.
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Paul lay down and stretched out on the ground next to 
the giant fossil. They were both the same size—about six 
feet (1.8 m) long.

After Paul got up, the whole team looked on in awe. 
They had uncovered the skull of a gigantic crocodile—in 
the middle of the world’s largest desert.

Paul brushes away sand from 
the huge crocodile’s bones. 

Crocodile skulls are stronger than the 

skulls of almost any other prehistoric 

animal. As a result, they are more 

likely to survive as fossils.
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 Where SuperCroc was found
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Killer in the Water
Paul Sereno is a paleontologist. He had come to the 

country of Niger (nee-ZHAIR) to search part of Africa’s 
vast Sahara Desert. His plan was to look for dinosaur 
bones. Yet Paul was not shocked to find the huge skull of 
an extinct crocodile.

Paul Sereno’s Discovery
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Paul knew that the Sahara was once very different. 
Millions of years ago, wide rivers flowed there. Fish, 
turtles, and crocodiles swam in the waters. Dinosaurs 
came to the riverbanks to drink. Some of them never left. 
For Paul, the gigantic crocodile skull told the story. This 
crocodile ate dinosaurs.

A plant-eating dinosaur called Ouranosaurus 

(oo-ran -oh-SOR-uhss) was probably one of 

the animals that the giant crocodile ate.

This illustration shows what Ouranosaurus might have looked like.
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The huge skull poked out of the hot sand. Paul Sereno 
and his team chipped at the rock that clung to the creature’s 
bones. Finally, they could see the whole skull—it belonged to 
a crocodile.

This wasn’t just any old crocodile, however. It was gigantic. 
It was millions of years old. It had lived among dinosaurs. 
Had it eaten them, too? This was one of many questions Paul 
would answer as he began to learn how the giant croc really 
looked and lived.
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