
Tales about witches bring to mind bubbling 

cauldrons, broomsticks, and black cats, but these 

stories are more than just eerie legends. Look inside 

to discover 11 of the spookiest witch haunts in the world. 

You’ll explore a castle haunted by the ghost of an accused 

witch, a town where witches were brutally tortured, and a 

tower where people gather on Halloween to call upon witches! 

W
itch Haunts

Stem
p

le

by Heidi E.Y. Stemple

Eerie Inns

Ghostly Graveyards
Ghost Towns
A Haunted Capital
Haunted Caves
Haunted Hollywood
Haunted Hotels
Haunted Houses
Haunted Prisons
Lost Cities

Monstrous Morgues of the Past
Mummy Lairs
Shuttered Horror Hospitals
Spooky Cemeteries
Spooky Schools
Tragic Theaters
UFO Crash Sites
Witch Haunts
Wretched Ruins

Abandoned Amusement Parks 
Abandoned Insane Asylums 
Creepy Castles
Creepy Islands
Creepy Libraries
Creepy Stations
Cursed Grounds
Dark Labyrinths
Dark Mansions

W
itch Haunts

by Heidi E.Y. Stemple



[ Intentionally Left Blank ]



by Heidi E.Y. Stemple

Consultant: Paul F. Johnston, PhD 
Historian 

Washington, DC



Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Stemple, Heidi E. Y. 

Title: Witch haunts / by Heidi E.Y. Stemple. 

Description: New York, New York : Bearport Publishing Company, 2017. |  

   Series: Scary places series | Includes bibliographical references and  

   index. 

Identifiers: LCCN 2016020322 (print) | LCCN 2016022892 (ebook) | ISBN  

   9781944102395 (library binding) | ISBN 9781944997397 (ebook) 

Subjects: LCSH: Haunted places—Juvenile literature. | Ghosts—Juvenile  

   literature. | Witches—Juvenile literature. 

Classification: LCC BF1461 .S8355 2017 (print) | LCC BF1461 (ebook) | DDC  

   133.4/3—dc23 

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016020322

Copyright © 2017 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication 

may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form 

or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written 

permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, 

New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Credits
Cover and Title Page, © Peter Waters/Shutterstock, © Captblack76/Shutterstock, © Matt Gibson/

Shutterstock, © Eric Isselee/Shutterstock, and © Slavko Sereda/Shutterstock; 4–5, Kim Jones; 

6, © Jay Lesnansky; 7T, © Swapan Photography/Shutterstock; 7B, © 3d Pictures/Shutterstock; 

8, © Jan Butchofsky/Alamy; 9T, © elnavegante/Shutterstock; 9C, © berczy04/Shutterstock; 

9B, © North Wind Picture Archives/Alamy; 10, © littleny/Shutterstock; 10R, © imageBROKER/

Alamy; 11L, © Alex Malikov/Shutterstock; 11R, © Corbis; 12, © age fotostock/Alamy; 

13L, © rudall30/Shutterstock; 13R, © ajt/Shutterstock; 14, © Agencja Fotograficzna Caro/Alamy; 

15T, © Christin Lola/Shutterstock; 15B, © geoffrey wiggins/Shutterstock; 16, © Globuss Images/

Alamy; 17T, © Philip Mould Ltd, London/Bridgeman Images; 17B, © Mary Evans Picture Library/

Alamy; 18, © User:Chrkl/Wikimedia Commons/CC-BY-SA-3.0; 19T, © Mary Evans Picture Library/

Alamy; 19B, © The Daniel Heighton Travel Photography Collection/Alamy; 20, © Dave Kelly/Keltek 

Trust; 21T, © Heritage Image Partnership Ltd/Alamy; 21B, © CURAphotography/Shutterstock; 

22, © Wayne Hsieh; 23T, © Kirill Vorobyev/Shutterstock; 23B, © Www78/Wikimedia Commons/

CC-BY-SA-3.0; 24, © Stephen Finn/Alamy; 25T, © Lebrecht Music and Arts Photo Library/Alamy; 

25B, © Vaclav Kostal/Shutterstock; 26, © AXEL TAPIA/NOTIMEX/Newscom; 27T, © Alan Uster/

Shutterstock; 27B, © Imagemore Co., Ltd./Corbis; 31, © beeboys/Shutterstock; 32, © FotAle/

Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 

Editor: Jessica Rudolph 

Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 

Design: Dawn Beard Creative 

Cover: Kim Jones 

Photo Researcher: Picture Perfect Professionals, LLC



Contents
Witch Haunts.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	4

The Dead Man’s Curse.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	6

A Deadly Witch.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	8

A Trail of Death.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	10

Witches Castle.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	12

The Haunted Mines….. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	14

The Gray Lady.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	16

The Fortuneteller.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	18

A Gathering at the Tower.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	20

The Killer Neighbor.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	22

Quiet, Please!.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	24

A Magical Festival.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	26

Witch Haunts Around the World.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	28
Glossary.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	30
Bibliography.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	31
Read More. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	31
Learn More Online.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	31
Index.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	32
About the Author.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	32



4

Cauldrons, broomsticks, spells, and black cats are some  
of the things that witches bring to mind. Yet, stories about 
witches are more than just spooky legends. Throughout 
history, whenever there have been strange occurrences, 
people have often suspected witchcraft. If someone was 
found guilty of practicing witchcraft, the result could be  
a terrible death.

In this book, you will visit 11 of the spookiest witch haunts 
in the world. Among them are a castle haunted by the ghost 
of a woman suspected of being a witch, a town where many 
supposed witches were brutally tortured, and a tower 
where people gather on Halloween to call upon witches. As 
you explore each of these strange places, you can decide for 
yourself whether a real witch lurks there!
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Joshua Ward House, Salem, Massachusetts

In the town of Salem, there stands a three-story brick 

house. From the outside, the building looks ordinary. Inside, 

however, the ghost of a sheriff who did terrible things  

to accused witches is thought to linger. 

The Joshua Ward House

The Dead Man’s Curse
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In 1692, something strange happened in Salem. Several 
girls started having frightening screaming fits. The girls 
were suspected of having been bewitched, and hundreds 
of innocent townspeople were accused of being witches. 
Sheriff George Corwin, nicknamed “the Strangler,” 
tortured the accused by stringing them up by their 
necks and ankles until blood came out of their noses.

In all, 20 people were found guilty of witchcraft. 
Sheriff Corwin hanged most of the accused. 
One man shouted a curse at the Strangler just 
before he was executed: “Damn you! I curse you and 
Salem!” Soon after, Sheriff Corwin died of a heart attack 
when he was just 30 years old. 

The sheriff’s family buried him in the basement of the 
family’s home. Almost 100 years later, a man named 
Joshua Ward tore down the home and built a larger house 
on the same spot. Some believe the spirit of the sheriff still 
lives there today. Many visitors have 
seen a ghostly figure sitting by the 
fireplace. Could it be the Strangler? 

Many odd things have happened 
in the Joshua Ward House. Candles 
have jumped out of their holders, 
and visitors have reported being 
choked by invisible hands.
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