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It’s springtime in a swamp. A mother wood duck peeks out of a 
hole in a tree. She flies from her nest hole to the water below. 
Then ten tiny, fluffy ducklings start to jump from the tree. The 
babies leap more than 50 feet! Look inside to discover more 
about wood ducks and their waterlogged world!
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Splash Down!

It’s spring in the Atchafalaya 
(uh-chaf-uh-LYE-uh) Swamp.

A female wood duck flies between 
some trees.

Then she lands on the water with 
a loud splash!

Within seconds, there’s another splash 
as a male duck lands beside her.

Then the pair of ducks swims off 
to search for food.

Splash Down!

Why do you think these 
birds are called wood ducks?

female wood duck

male wood duck
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A male duck is 
called a drake. 

A female duck is 
called a hen.drake

hen
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A Wood Duck’s World
Wood ducks are water birds 
that make their homes in  
North America.

They live in watery places such 
as streams, rivers, ponds, 
and lakes.

Their favorite places to live are 
swamps like the Atchafalaya.

In a swamp, lots of trees 
and bushes grow from the  
water-covered land.
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  Where wood ducks live
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a wood duck in a swamp

Wood ducks make 
their nests in trees. 
That’s how they got 

their name.
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