by Meish Goldish




[ Intentionally Left Blank ]



unoY: A

by Meish Goldish

Consultants:
Michelle Barlak
Senior Associate, Public Relations
The Seeing Eye, Inc.

R. Bruce Johnson
Archivist
The Seeing Eye, Inc.
Morristown, New Jersey

BEARPORT

PUBLISHING

New York, New York

0G



Credits

Cover and Title Page, Courtesy The Seeing Eye; Contents, Courtesy The Seeing Eye; 4, Courtesy The
Seeing Eye; 5, © Associated Press; 6, © John Keane; 7, © Statletdarlene/Dreamstime; 8, © Monika
Wisniewska/Dreamstime; 9, Courtesy The Seeing Eye; 10, Courtesy The Seeing Eye; 11, Courtesy The
Seeing Eye; 12, Courtesy The Seeing Eye; 13, © Anke Van Wyk/Dreamstime; 14, Courtesy The Seeing Eye;
15, Courtesy The Seeing Eye; 16, © Directphotocollection]Alamy; 17, Courtesy The Seeing Eye; 18, Courtesy
The Seeing Eye; 19, Courtesy The Seeing Eye; 20, © David Burrows/Shutterstock; 21, Courtesy The Seeing
Eye: 22, Courtesy The Seeing Eye; 23, © Bill Clark/Roll Call Photos/Newscom: 24, Courtesy The Seeing
Eye: 25, Courtesy The Seeing Eye; 261, © Jean Michel Labat/Agefotostock: 26R, © BSIP SA /Alamy; 27,
Courtesy The Seeing Eye; 28, © Jeroen van den Broek/Shutterstock; 29T L, © Irina oxilixo Danilova/
Shutterstock: 29T R, © Eric Isselée/Shutterstock; 29B, © Eric Isselée/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin

Editor: Jessica Rudolph

Creative Director: Spencer Brinker

Design: Dawn Beard Creative

Photo Researcher: We Research Pictures, LLC

The Seeing Eye is a 501(c)3 non-profit that breeds, raises, and trains Seeing Eye®™ dogs to guide people who
are blind. For more information visit SeeingEye.org

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Goldish, Meish.

Title: Buddy : America’s first guide dog / by Meish Goldish.

Description: New York, New York : Bearport Publishing, 2016. | Series: Dog
heroes | Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2015037724| ISBN 9781943553099 (library binding) | ISBN
1943553092 (library binding)

Subjects: LCSH: Buddy (Dog)—Juvenile literature. | Guide dogs—United
States—Biography—Juvenile literature. | German shepherd dog—United
States—Biography—]Juvenile literature. | Guide dogs—Training of—United
States—]Juvenile literature. | Guide dog schools—United States—Juvenile
literature.

Classification: LCC HV1780 .G65 2016 | DDC 362.4/1830929—dc23

LC record available at http://lccn.loc.gov/2015037724

Copyright © 2016 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission
from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B,
New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10987654321



Table of Contents

A Deadly Crossing
Losing Sight
Hopeful News
Meeting a New Friend
Keeping Morris Safe
Success!

Back Home

The Seeing Eye

A Fight for Change

A New Buddy

School Continues
Buddies Still Needed

Just the Facts

Common Breeds: Guide Dogs
Glossary

Bibliography

Read More

Learn More Online

Index

About the Author

10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26

28
29
30
31
31
31
32
32




A Deadly Crossing

In June 1928, a German shepherd named Buddy stood
at a corner on West Street in New York City. Cars and
trucks zoomed by, but the dog stayed calm. Buddy was
about to lead her blind owner, Morris Frank, across the
busy road. Nobody in America had ever seen a dog guide
a person who could not see.

Buddy guides Morris into West Street.

— In 1928, most of New York City’s
streets, including West Street, had no traffic
lights to tell drivers and pedestrians when
to stop or go. Therefore, crossing streets was
very dangerous and sometimes deadly.




A crowd of people, including newspaper reporters,
gathered to watch the historic moment. Many people
doubted the canine would succeed. West Street was the
widest and busiest road in the city. It was so dangerous for
pedestrians to cross that it was nicknamed "Death Street."

Stepping into the street with his dog, Morris started to
worry. What if the noise and traffic were more than Buddy

== could handle? Would they reach the other side safely?
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Losing Might

Before meeting Buddy, Morris had led a difficult life. He F °
was born in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1908. At age six, Morris [+
was blinded in one eye in a horse-riding accident. Ten years
later, he lost sight in his other eye in a boxing match. Even
though he could not see, Morris went to college. He also
worked as a door-to-door salesman. However, human guides
had to help him everywhere he went.
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- was helped by quides.




Morris didn't want to depend on other people to get
around. His human guides were not reliable. Sometimes
a guide would suddenly walk off the job, leaving Morris
alone and in danger of falling or getting run over by
a car. Morris wished he could be more independent.
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In the early
1900s, it was much
harder for people
who could not see to
get around than it is
today. There were no
guide dogs or other
forms of assistance,
such as braille
lettering on signs.

Braille letters and
numbers are printed
with raised dots that
people can feel and
read with their fingers.
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