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A beautiful, old mansion was once filled with music  
and parties. Now it sits empty. No one has lived 
there in years. But do you hear the far-off sound of 
laughter? Maybe this mansion isn’t truly empty. Look 
inside to read chilling stories about spooky mansions.

by Joyce Markovics



[ Page intentionally left blank. ]



by Joyce Markovics

Consultant: Debbie Felton 
Professor of Classics 

University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, Massachusetts



Credits
Cover, © Kim Jones and ©Nikolai Tsvetkov/Shutterstock; 3, Mr Dmitry/Shutterstock; 4-5, 
© Kim Jones, ©Ysbrand Cosijn/Shutterstock.com, and ©Eric Isselee/Shutterstock.com; 7, 
© J.W. Ocker; 8, © J.W. Ocker; 9, © J.W. Ocker; 10, William Downie/Wikimedia Commons/
Public Domain; 11, © poemnist/Shutterstock; 12, © Lario Tus/Shutterstock; 13, © Shaun 
Cunningham/Alamy; 14, © Korionov/Shutterstock; 15, © Derek Heidelberg/Wikimedia 
Commons; 16, © kimberrywood/Shutterstock; 17, © Gina Kelly/Alamy; 18, Public Domain; 
19, © thisisbossi/Wikimedia Commons; 20, © Creatus/Shutterstock; 21, © thisisbossi/
Wikimedia Commons; 23, © Kris Mari/Shutterstock; and 24, © 12photography/Shutterstock.

President: Jen Jenson 
Director of Product Development: Spencer Brinker 
Editor: Allison Juda 
Designer: Micah Edel 
Cover: Kim Jones

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Markovics, Joyce L., author.   
Title: Spooky mansions / by Joyce Markovics.   
Description: Minneapolis, Minnesota : Bearport Publishing Company, [2021] |  
   Series: Tiptoe into scary places | Includes bibliographical references  
   and index.  
Identifiers: LCCN 2020002394 (print) | LCCN 2020002395 (ebook) | ISBN  
   9781647471774 (library binding) | ISBN 9781647471835 (ebook)   
Subjects: LCSH: Haunted palaces—Juvenile literature. | Ghosts—Juvenile  
   literature.  
Classification: LCC BF1474 .M36 2021  (print) | LCC BF1474  (ebook) | DDC  
   133.1/22—dc23  
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020002394 
LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2020002395

Copyright © 2021 Bearport Publishing Company. All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing, 5357 Penn Avenue South, 
Minneapolis, MN 55419. Printed in the United States of America.



ContentsContents
Spooky Mansions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Back from the Dead  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

The Creepy Castle   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .10

A Dark History  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .14

Restless Spirits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .18

Spooky Mansions in North America  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .22
Glossary   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .23
Index  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .24
Read More   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .24
Learn More Online  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .24
About the Author .  .  .  .  .             .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 24



4

Spooky Mansions
A huge, empty house sits high on a hill. 
One of the windows glows an eerie green. 
The light brightens and then flickers. 
Suddenly, a thin, hunched figure appears in 
the window. “Leave my house!“ it growls. 
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Get ready to read four hair-raising 
stories about spooky mansions. 
Turn the page . . . if you dare.
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Back from the DeadBack from the Dead
Laurel Hall, Shrewsbury, Vermont

John P. Bowman was heartbroken as 
he buried his dead wife Jennie and 
two daughters in an elaborate tomb. 
Across from the tomb, he built a large 
house called Laurel Hall.

In 1891, John died. But he left money 
for his staff to continue to care for 
Laurel Hall. For years after his death, 
they cleaned the house and cooked 
meals. John had believed that he and 
his family would rise from the dead 
and return home!
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Laurel Hall
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