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A furry platypus grabs a snack in its bill. It glides 
through the water with its webbed feet and 
flat tail. It may waddle slowly on land, but the 
platypus swims smoothly through water. Learn all 
about this awesome animal.
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AWESOME

Platypuses!

splash! A furry platypus swims through 
the water with its webbed feet and flat 
tail. It grabs food with its bill. From fur to 
feet, bill to tail, platypuses are awesome!



The first scientist 
to study the 
platypus thought 
it was a fake 
animal made from 
parts of different 
creatures sewed 
together.

AWESOME

Platypuses!



Platypuses live beside Australia’s 
lakes, rivers, and streams. They are 
found in many habitats, from chilly 
mountains to steamy rain forests.

Scratch-scratch-scratch! 
A platypus digs a burrow into the 
bank along the water. It lives alone 
and spends most of each day asleep 
in its tunnel home that stretches for 
10 to 16 feet (3 to 4.9 m). It wakes up 
to move around at night.

Living Down Under



A platypus sleeps in 
its burrow for up 
to 14 hours a day!

A platypus 
leaving its 

burrow
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