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Music Lover!
Pharrell (fuh-RELL) Williams is  
a music superstar. He’s a singer,  
a songwriter, and a 
performer. He also 
helps others create 
songs and albums. 
He inspires millions 
with his catchy 
lyrics.

Pharrell was  
a coach on the 
TV talent show 
The Voice from 

2014 to 2016.
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Pharrell performs 
in England in 2015.
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Early Years
Pharrell Lanscilo Williams was born on 
April 5, 1973, in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 
He was musical from a very young age. 
Pharrell’s grandmother convinced him to 
join a band class at age six. He used her 
pots and pans as a drum set!

Pharrell  
played keyboards 

and drums in 
band class.

Pharrell’s school, 
Princess Anne 
Elementary
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Growing up, Pharrell often 
visited this oceanside 
pier in his hometown.



24

Index
Despicable Me 2  18

family  6, 20–21

fashion  12, 20–21

Grammy Awards  14, 

15, 16, 22

“Happy”  18, 22

Hollywood Walk of 

Fame  20

Hugo, Chad  8–9, 11, 12, 

14, 16, 22

i am OTHER  21, 22

In My Mind  16, 22

Jay-Z  13, 16

The Neptunes  8, 10, 

14, 22

The Neptunes Present  

. . . Clones  14

Riley, Teddy  10

The Voice  4, 22

Read More
Flores, Christopher Lee.  
Pharrell Williams: Singer and 

Songwriter (Junior Biographies).  

New York: Enslow (2017).

Uhl, Xina M. Pharrell Williams: 

Music Industry Star (Superstar 

Stories). Mankato, MN: Child’s 

World (2017).

Learn More Online
To learn more about Pharrell Williams, visit 

www.bearportpublishing.com/AmazingAmericans

About the Author
K.C. Kelley has written more than 100 books for young readers,  

including many on sports and lots of biographies.



[Intentionally Left Blank]



Pharrell Williams is a shining star of the 
music world. So how did this incredible 

talent rise to the top? Look inside to 
learn all about Pharrell’s life, from his 

childhood to superstardom!

Ariana Grande

Bruno Mars

Taylor Swift 

Pharrell Williams

P
H

A
R

R
E

L
L
 W

IL
L
IA

M
S

K
elley

by K.C. Kelley


