
Rob “Gronk” Gronkowski is a star on the 
football field. So how did this incredible 

tight end rise to the top? Look inside 
to learn all about Gronk’s life, from his 
childhood all the way to NFL stardom!

Odell Beckham Jr.

Tom Brady

Rob Gronkowski

J.J. Watt 

R
O

B
 G

R
O

N
K

O
W

S
K

I
K

elley

by K.C. Kelley



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by K.C. Kelley

Consultant: Craig Ellenport 
Former Senior Editor  

NFL.com



Credits 
Cover, © Geoff Burke/USA Today Sports; 4, © Reuben Canales/Image of Sport/Newscom; 4–5, © Greg M. 
Cooper/USA Today Sports/Newscom; 6, © Ben Liebenberg via AP; 7, © Mike Lynaugh/Amherst Bee; 8L, © AP 
Photo/Jason DeCrow; 8–9, © Chris Coduto/Icon SMI 317/Newscom; 10, © Stephan Savoia/AP Photo; 11, © Adam 
Hunger/Reuters/Newscom; 12–13, © Brian Snyder/Reuters/Newscom; 14L, © Andrei Tselichtchev/Dreamstime; 14–
15, © Steven Senne/AP Photo; 16L, © Robert Hanashiro/USA Today Sports/Newscom; 16–17, © John Angelillo/
UPI/Newscom; 18, © Cal Sport Media/Alamy Stock Photo; 19, © Winslow Townson/USA Today Sports/Newscom; 
20, © Joe Sutter/PacificCoastNews/Newscom; 21, © Kevin Hoffman/USA Today Sports/Newscom; 22, © Steven 
Savoia/AP Photo; 23, © Kevin Hoffman/USA Today Sports/Newscom.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Senior Editor: Joyce Tavolacci 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Production and Photo Research: Shoreline Publishing Group LLC

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Kelley, K. C., author. 
Title: Rob Gronkowski / by K.C. Kelley. 
Description: New York, New York : Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., [2018] |  
   Series: Amazing Americans: Football stars | Includes bibliographical  
   references and index.   
Identifiers: LCCN 2017041468 (print) | LCCN 2017046766 (ebook) |  
ISBN 9781684025121 (ebook) | ISBN 9781684024544 (Library : alk. paper) 
Subjects: LCSH: Gronkowski, Rob, 1989–—Juvenile literature. | Football  
   players—United States—Biography—Juvenile literature. 
Classification: LCC GV939.G777 (ebook) | LCC GV939.G777 K45 2018 (print) |  
   DDC 796.332092 [B]—dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017041468

Copyright © 2018 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of 
this publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recording, or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, 
Suite 3B, New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



CONTENTS
Touchdown!. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4

Busy Brothers . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6

College Star. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8

Big Plays . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10

Super Season . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12

Injuries . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14

Super Bowl Champ!. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  16

Hurt Again . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18

Gronk’s Grin . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 20

Timeline . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22

Glossary. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 23

Index. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24

Read More . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24

Learn More Online. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24

About the Author. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  24



4

Touchdown!
It was 2016. The New England 
Patriots needed a big play. Rob 
“Gronk” Gronkowski sped toward 
the end zone. He saw the ball 
flying through the air and jumped. 
Gronk made an amazing catch.  
Then he dove in for a touchdown! 

Gronk plays tight  
end. A tight end catches 

passes and blocks 
players.
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After his great catch, Rob 
(#87) dives into the end zone.
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Busy Brothers
Rob Gronkowski was born on May 14, 
1989, in Amherst, New York. He and his 
four brothers loved sports. They played 
basketball, baseball, and football. “It was 
a blast!” said Gronk. By high school, Rob 
had become a star football player. 

Rob with two of his 
brothers, Dan (left) 
and Chris (middle)
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Rob (#48) scores for 
Williamsville North High 
School in New York.

In high school, Gronk 
was 6 feet 6 inches 

(2 m) tall!
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Rob “Gronk” Gronkowski is a star on the 
football field. So how did this incredible 

tight end rise to the top? Look inside 
to learn all about Gronk’s life, from his 
childhood all the way to NFL stardom!
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