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It's early morning on a coral reef.
A parrotfish is just waking up.

Its body is surrounded by a clear
bubble of gooey slime.

The fish bites a hole in the slime.

Then it swims away to munch
on algae growing on the coral.

A coral reef is
made up of millions of tiny
animals called coral polyps
(POL-ips). When these polyps
die, their skeletons are left
behind, forming the
rocklike reef.




How do you think
parrotfish got their name?
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There are about 90 different kinds
of parrotfish.

Some are only a few inches long.

The biggest kinds can grow to be
U feet (1.2 m) long!

Most are brightly colored—just
like a type of bird called a parrot.

Many have mouths, too, that are
shaped like a parrot’s beak!
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A parrotfish keeps
its skin clean with
help from smaller fish
called cleaner wrasses. The

wrasses eat tiny shrimp-
like parasites that
suck the parrotfish’s

cleaner
wrasse
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