
It’s closing time at a museum. A stuffed grizzly 

bear towers near the exit sign. You notice its razor-

sharp claws and piercing eyes. Is it watching you? The 

lights shut off. Suddenly, there’s a deafening ROAR! In this 

book, you will explore 11 spooky museums. Among them are 

a shrine to black magic, a vast collection of brains, a museum 

haunted by a dead artist, and a gallery that holds the head of a killer!

Spooky Museums
M

arko
vics

by Joyce Markovics

Ghastly Gothic Mansions

Ghostly Graveyards

Ghost Towns

A Haunted Capital

Haunted Caves

Haunted Gotham

Haunted Hollywood

Haunted Hotels

Haunted Houses

Haunted Prisons

Lost Cities

Monstrous Morgues of the Past

Mummy Lairs

Shuttered Horror Hospitals

Spooky Cemeteries

Spooky Museums

Spooky Schools

Tragic Theaters

UFO Crash Sites

Witch Haunts

Wretched Ruins

Abandoned Amusement Parks 

Abandoned Insane Asylums 

Creepy Castles

Creepy Islands

Creepy Libraries

Creepy Stations

Cursed Grounds

Dark Labyrinths

Dark Mansions

Eerie Inns



[ Intentionally Left Blank ]



by Joyce Markovics

Consultant: Ryan Lintelman 
Curator, National Museum of American History 

Washington, DC



Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data in process at time of publication (2018) 

Library of Congress Control Number: 2017045551 

ISBN-13: 978-1-68402-437-7 (library binding)

Copyright © 2018 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication 

may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form 

or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written 

permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, 

New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Credits
Cover, © Kim Jones; 6, © The Warren’s Occult Museum; 7, © The Warren’s Occult Museum; 

8, © Droopydogajna/Dreamstime; 9T, © Everett Historical/Shutterstock; 9B, © Cleveland Museum of Art; 

10, © Jennifer Boyer/CC BY-ND 4.0; 11L, © Bernard McManus/CC BY 4.0; 11R, © Schwerdf/CC BY 4.0; 

12, © Alan Jeffery/Shutterstock; 13T, © somewhere else/Alamy; 13B, © Mary Evans Picture Library Ltd/

AGE Fotostock; 14, © Philip Scalia/Alamy; 15T, © sNIke/Shutterstock and © revers/Shutterstock; 15B, © W. 

Metzen/ClassicStock; 16, © russellkord.com/AGE Fotostock; 17, © GUIZIOU Franck/Hemis/AGE Fotostock; 

18, © Amaury Laporte/CC BY-NC 4.0; 19L, Public Domain; 19R, © John Mosbaugh/CC BY-4.0; 20, © Scott 

Beale/CC BY-NC-ND 4.0; 21L, © Catmando/Shutterstock; 21R, © RichVintage/iStock; 22, © Chemical 

Engineer/Public Domain; 23, © Thackray Medical Museum; 24, © Liesl Vandepaepeliere/Shutterstock; 

25, © The Print Collector/Alamy and © Steve Collender/Shutterstock; 26, © Tony Baggett/Shutterstock; 

27, © Wojtek Buss/AGE Fotostock; 31, © saiko3p/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 

Senior Editor: Joyce Tavolacci 

Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 

Design: Dawn Beard Creative 

Cover: Kim Jones 

Photo Researcher: Picture Perfect Professionals, LLC



Contents
Spooky Museums . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4

The Devil Doll. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6

Dead Ringer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8

A Chilling Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10

The Spooky Staircase . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12

Curious and Creepy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14

A Hideous History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16

Viewers, Beware! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18

Truth—or Fiction? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20

Cries and Dark Shadows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22

The Bloody Butcher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24

The Cursed Coffin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26

Spooky Museums Around the World . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28
Glossary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30
Bibliography . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31
Read More . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31
Learn More Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  31
Index . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32
About the Author . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  32



4

The lights flicker. It’s closing time at a museum. Most 
of the visitors have already left the building. A stuffed 
grizzly bear towers near an exit sign. You notice its 
razor‑sharp claws and piercing, glass eyes. As you walk, 
you find its eyes are locked on you. Could it be watching 
you? That’s when you notice a thin stream of saliva 
dripping from its fangs. The lights flicker again and 
switch off, blanketing the room in darkness. Suddenly, 
there’s a deafening ROAR!

Among the 11 spooky museums in this book, you will  
explore a shrine dedicated to black magic, a collection  
of brains, a gallery haunted by a famous dead artist,  
and a building that holds the severed head of a killer!
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Warrens’ Occult Museum, Monroe, Connecticut

This small museum is truly the stuff of nightmares. Among 

its haunted treasures are children’s tombstones and a mirror 

that can summon spirits. The centerpiece of the collection is a 

wicked doll.

The Devil Doll 

Warrens’  
Occult Museum
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Opened in 1952, this museum contains the personal 
collection of Ed and Lorraine Warren. For decades, the 
Warrens worked as ghost hunters. During that time, they 
investigated more than 10,000 spooky cases and collected 
any creepy items they found. The Warrens housed their 
collection in the basement of their own home in Connecticut. 

One of the Warrens’ most prized objects is a grinning doll 
called Annabelle. The rag doll once belonged to a woman 
named Donna, who claimed it would move mysteriously 
around her apartment. It also left creepy handwritten 
messages, including a note that read, “Help us.” One night, 
the rag doll slowly glided up the leg of one of Donna’s 
friends as he was fast asleep. Then it latched onto his throat 
and tried to strangle him! Frightened for her life, Donna 
contacted the Warrens. They were certain that the spirit of a 
dead girl named Annabelle Higgins possessed the doll. The 
couple took the doll and placed it in their museum. 

Visitors to the Warrens’ Occult Museum can view Annabelle 
in a glass box. A sign  
warns people to  
absolutely not open  
the case . . . or else. 

The Warrens’ museum also 
includes a coffin supposedly 
used by a vampire. 

The Warrens and Annabelle, the doll
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