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. . . an illustration of
A pile of stinky poop might seem woolly mammoths
useless and yucky.

However, poop can actually be very
useful—as fuel!

For thousands of years, prehistoric
people used wood, dead leaves,
and animal bones to build fires.

Yet they also collected lumps
of dried dung from animals,
such as woolly mammoths, to
burn as fuel.

mammoth
dung



Prehistoric people "
made fires for warmth,
light, cooking, and to

scare wild animals away
from their camps.
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Animal dung was especially useful
to people who lived in places
where there were few trees.

The Great Plains is an area of flat,
grassy land in North America.

Native Americans who lived there
long ago burned dried buffalo
dung.

They also hunted buffaloes for
their meat, and used their skins to
make tents and clothes.

o

"~ When European
settlers came to the ™%
~ Great Plains in the 1800s, %
they used buffalo dung as fuel,
too. They called the round,
flat lumps of dry poop
“buffalo chips.”

| a settler gathering buffalo chips



a buffalo hunt from the 1800s

Native American
hunter

——

buffalo du

ng

Why do you think
buffalo dung burns well?
(The answer is on page 2U.)
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