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How are specially trained poop-sniffing dogs being used to 
help endangered animals? What can we learn about life in 
prehistoric times by examining fossilized feces? Got a dung 
dilemma or a poop mystery to solve? It’s time to call in the 
poop detectives!

Building with POOP

POOP Cures

POOP Detectives

POOP Eaters 

POOP Power

POOP’s Many Uses

Law
ren

ce



[Intentionally Left Blank]



by Ellen Lawrence

Consultant:
Garret Suen, Assistant Professor

Department of Bacteriology
University of Wisconsin

Madison, Wisconsin



Library of Congress Cataloging‑in‑Publication Data 

Names: Lawrence, Ellen, 1967– author. 
Title: Poop detectives / by Ellen Lawrence. 
Description: New York, New York : Bearport Publishing, [2018] | Series: The  
   scoop on poop | Audience: Ages 5–8. | Includes bibliographical references  
   and index.  
Identifiers: LCCN 2017014718 (print) | LCCN 2017019438 (ebook) |  
ISBN 9781684022991 (ebook) | ISBN 9781684022458 (library) 
Subjects: LCSH: Animal droppings—Juvenile literature. | Animal  
   behavior—Juvenile literature. | Animal health—Juvenile literature. |  
   Tracking and trailing—Juvenile literature. 
Classification: LCC QL768 (ebook) | LCC QL768 .L29 2018 (print) | DDC  
   591.5—dc23 
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017014718

Copyright © 2018 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this 
publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or  
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, 
or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher. 

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, 
New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Credits 
Cover, © Fat Jackey/Shutterstock, © PHOTO BY LOLA/Shutterstock, and © Mitsuaki Iwago/Minden Pictures/FLPA; 4, © John Eveson/FLPA; 
5, © John Eveson/FLPA; 6, © Sinclair Stammers/Science Photo Library; 7, © Vale Stock/Shutterstock; 7T, © Arthur Mustafa/Shutterstock; 
8, © Juan Manuel Borrero/Nature Picture Library; 9L, © Michael Potter11/Shutterstock; 9, © Fletcher & Baylis/Science Photo Library; 
10, © Working Dogs for Conservation; 11, © Steve Winter/National Geographic Creative; 12, © Biosphoto/Alamy; 13, © Louise Heusinkveld/
Alamy; 14T, © Photobank Gallery/Shutterstock; 14B, © UGREEN 3S/Shutterstock; 15, © SCIMAT/Science Photo Library; 16, © Nancy Greifenhagen/
Alamy; 17, © Reuters/Alamy; 18, © Nigel Bean/Nature Picture Library; 19, © Kurita Kaku/Getty Images; 20T, © Ancient Southwest Texas Project, 
Texas State University; 20BL, © Kaiskynet/Shutterstock; 20BR, © Bin Thanh Bui/Shutterstock; 21, © Roy H. Andersen/Getty Images; 22 (L to 
R), © Sabena Jane Blackbird/Alamy, © Richard Becker/FLPA, © schankz/Shutterstock, and © Lapis2380/Shutterstock; 23TL, © Vladimir Wrangel/
Shutterstock; 23TC, © Kenny CMK/Shutterstock; 23TR, © Pressmaster/Shutterstock; 23BL, © Kateryna Kon/Shutterstock; 23BC, © Rich Carey/
Shutterstock; 23BR, © didesign021/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Senior Editor: Joyce Tavolacci 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Photo Researcher: Ruth Owen Books



Up Close with Dung. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
A Poop Checkup.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Endangered Animals.. . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Sniffing for Scat.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Doggy Detectives.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12
A Smelly Problem.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14
Cleaning Up the Streets.. . . . . . . . 16
Prehistoric Poop.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
Rats and Prickly Pears!. . . . . . . . . . 20

Science Lab.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
Science Words. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23
Index.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Read More.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
Learn More Online. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24
About the Author.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

ContentsContents



4

A zoo veterinarian is at work 
in a lab.

She opens a large refrigerator  
and takes out a box.

Is it her lunch? No—the box 
contains rhino poop!

She scoops out a pea-sized lump 
and adds it to a bowl of salty 
water.

Then she begins to examine the 
poopy water under a microscope.

Vets and other 
scientists can learn a lot  

from an animal’s poop. At a zoo, 
keepers collect dung samples 

for the vets to study. The poop 
is stored in a refrigerator to 

keep it fresh.

a mixture of 
poop and water

Up Close with DungUp Close with Dung
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microscope

poop sample

veterinarian

Why do you think the vet 
is studying rhino poop?
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The vet is looking for parasites, 
such as roundworms, that may  
be living inside the rhino and 
making it sick.

Roundworms lay their eggs  
in an animal’s stomach.

When the animal poops, the tiny 
eggs are passed out in its feces. 

The vet checks the rhino’s dung 
for worm eggs.

If there are lots of eggs, the rhino 
needs some worm-killing medicine.

roundworm 
eggs

This is what tiny roundworm eggs 
look like under a microscope.

a roundworm 
hatching

A Poop CheckupA Poop Checkup



7

Sometimes, a zoo vet 
needs to check the poo of  

just one animal in a large group. 
The zookeeper may mix edible 
glitter with that animal’s food, 

which makes its poo sparkle! That 
way, the zookeeper can find the 

right animal’s poop.

rhino dung

edible glitter

rhino
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