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Magical Creatures

Do toads have magical powers? About 2,000 years ago,

people in ancient Rome thought so. They believed that if

they dropped a small bone from the right side of a toad’s
body into boiling water, it would turn the water cold. They
claimed that a bone from the left side of a toad’s body could

stop angry dogs from attacking anyone who held it.

In ancient times, people believed
that toads had the power to make
a noisy room quiet.
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People also believed there was a jewel called a toadstone
inside a toad’s head. They thought the jewel, when taken out
and placed in a ring or necklace, would heat up or change color
when it came near poison. This would alert the person wearing
it to danger. Today, people know that these ancient beliefs are
false. Nevertheless, toads are still fascinating creatures!
B

This drawing from 1491
shows a man taking

a toadstone from the
head of a toad.

In the play As &

You Like It, written about
400 years ago by William
Shakespeare, a toad is describe

s having “a precious jewel _
in his head.” e i Tk A < .




Toads and Frogs

Many people think that toads look like frogs. That'’s not
too surprising. Toads are actually a type of frog. In fact,
both kinds of creatures belong to a group of animals called

amphibians. These animals usually spend their early life in

water and their adult life on land.

Red-eyed
tree frog

There are about 4,000
types of frogs. More than
500 of them are toads.
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Frogs that are not toads are called true frogs. Though
closely related, toads and true frogs are different in many
ways. True frogs have thin, wet, smooth skin. Toads have thick,
dry skin with rough bumps called warts. True frogs have long
back legs for leaping high, while toads have short back legs for
walking and hopping. Though they have their differences, both

true frogs and toads stay mainly on land during their adult lives.
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Toads are usually ‘!‘
brown, gray, or green.

Many people
think that a person =
can get warts by %
touching a toad.
However, that is
% not true.




Index

amphibians 6, 19 food 10-11,17, 20 poison 5,13
bones 4 frogs 6-7,19 skin 7,10
color 7,12 gills 16, 18 tadpoles 16-17, 18-19
ears 10 hibernating 9 tails 16, 18-19
eggs 15,16, 18 homes 6-7, 8-9, 22 toadstone 5
enemies 12-13,15, 17 legs 7,16, 18 tongue 11, 21
estivating 9 mating 14-15, 22 warts 7,13
eyes 10 metamorphosis 18-19

Bibliography
Clarke, Barry. Amazing Maruska, Edward. Miller, Sara Swan. Frogs
Frogs and Toads. New  Amphibians: Creatures of and Toads: The Leggy
York: Knopf (1990). the Land and Water. New Leapers. New York: Franklin

York: Franklin Watts (1994). Watts (2000).

Read More

Harman, Amanda. Jacobs, Lee. Toads. San Murray, Julie. Toads.
Toads. Danbury, CT: Diego, CA: Blackbirch Edina, MN: ABDO
Grolier (2001). Press (2002). Publishing (2003).

Learn More Online

To learn more about toads, visit
www.bearportpublishing.com/Amphibiana

About the Author

Meish Goldish has written more than 200 books for children.
He lives in Brooklyn, New York.




[Intentionally Left Blank]



In ancient times, people believed that toads had the
power to make a noisy room quiet. Today, people know
that isn’t true. However, toads are still some of the most
fascinating creatures around. With their dry, warty skin and
their fast-moving, sticky tongues, these incredible animals
make their homes in forests, parks, mountains, deserts, and
lakes all around the world.

Look inside to find out more about these unusual
creatures. You'll discover what they eat, how they stay safe,
and what kinds of surprising changes they go through as
they grow from tiny eggs to warty adults.
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