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What water plant has leaves that are big enough for a 
person to sit on? What ocean plant is a manatee’s favorite 
food? What meat-eating pond plant traps tiny fish and 
insects? Look inside to find out. Along the way, you’ll 
discover how these amazing plants survive in their watery 
homes, and why people and animals depend on them!
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It’s a warm summer day.

Round, green lily pads float on the 
surface of a pond.

A frog sits on one of the pads, 
waiting to catch an insect.

So what exactly are these green 
floating pads?

They are the leaves of water lilies.

Water lilies are plants that live  
and grow in water.

water lily pad

Lily Pads
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Plants that 
grow in ponds, 

lakes, rivers, and 
oceans are known 

as aquatic 
plants.

water lily pads
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There are many different kinds of 
aquatic plants.

Some water plants have leaves, stems, 
flowers, and roots—just like plants 
that grow on land.

The roots take in water and nutrients 
from the muddy soil at the bottom of 
ponds, lakes, and rivers.

Attached to the roots are long stems.

At the end of each stem is a leaf or 
flower that floats on top of the water.

a stem beneath 
the water

a leaf floating on water

Plant Parts 

Unlike the stiff stems of most land-growing plants, the stems 
of water lilies are soft and floppy. Why do you think this is?

(See answer on page 24.)
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Skunk cabbage 
is a water plant that 

grows in wet soil at the 
edges of ponds and lakes. 

It gets its name 
because it smells 

like a skunk!

skunk cabbage
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To learn more about about water plants, visit 
www.bearportpublishing.com/Plant-ology

King, Zelda. Examining Pond 
Habitats (Graphic Organizers: 
Habitats). New York: PowerKids 
Press (2009).

Lindeen, Carol K. Life in a 
Pond (Living in a Biome). North 
Mankato, MN: Capstone (2004).

Rissman, Rebecca. Living and 
Nonliving in the Ocean (Is It 
Living or Nonliving?). Chicago: 
Raintree (2013).

animals  13, 14–15, 17, 18–19, 20

bladderworts  18–19

duckweed  10

flowers  6, 10, 18

giant water lilies  10–11

hornworts  8–9

leaves  4, 6, 8, 10–11, 14, 22

mangrove trees  12–13

rice  20

roots  6, 8, 10, 12–13

sea grass  14–15

seaweed  16–17

skunk cabbage  7

stems  6, 18

water cabbages  8

water chestnut  20

watercress  21

water lilies  4–5, 6, 9, 22

Ellen Lawrence lives in the United Kingdom. Her 
favorite books to write are those about nature and 

animals. In fact, the first book Ellen bought for 
herself, when she was six years old, was the story 
of a gorilla named Patty Cake that was born in 

New York’s Central Park Zoo.

A water lily’s stems are held up, or supported, 
by the water. Unlike land plants, the stems of 
aquatic plants don’t need to be stiff to hold 
up leaves and flowers.
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person to sit on? What ocean plant is a manatee’s favorite 
food? What meat-eating pond plant traps tiny fish and 
insects? Look inside to find out. Along the way, you’ll 
discover how these amazing plants survive in their watery 
homes, and why people and animals depend on them!
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