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In 2014, Clare Whiteford and her three young 
sons were asleep in their home when a fire broke 
out in their kitchen. Everyone in the family was 
unaware of the danger—everyone except their 
adopted greyhound, Uno. As the fire spread, the dog 
raced to Clare’s bedroom and barked loudly. Clare 
woke up and rushed the children outside. Uno had 
saved their lives! Amazingly, just a year earlier, Uno 
didn’t have a home and was living in a shelter. From 
saving lives, to helping veterans, to performing in a 
circus, young readers will be amazed at what these 
special dogs can do. Look inside to find out more 
about Uno and other remarkable rescue dogs. 

Baghdad Pups
Balto’s Story
Bomb-Sniffing Dogs
Brave Hearts
Combat-Wounded Dogs
Comfort Dogs
Disabled Dogs
Disaster Search Dogs
Dog Scouts of America
Eco Dogs
Fire Dogs
Ground Zero Dogs
Guide Dogs
Hollywood Dogs
Lifeguard Dogs
Medical Detective Dogs
Military Dogs
Pest-Sniffing Dogs
Police Dogs
Prison Puppies
R.E.A.D. Dogs

Rescue Dogs
Science Dogs
Security Dogs
Seizure-Alert Dogs
Service Dogs
Shelter Dogs
Skydiving Dogs
Sled Dogs
Snow Search Dogs
Soldiers’ Dogs
Surf Dog Miracles
Therapy Dogs
Water Rescue Dogs
Wilderness Search Dogs



[ Intentionally Left Blank ]



by Kevin Blake
Consultant: Sue Kamell 

President and Founder of Pet Rescue 
Larchmont, New York

®

Rescue Dogs



Library of Congress Cataloging‑in‑Publication Data

Blake, Kevin, 1978- author. 
  Rescue dogs / by Kevin Blake. 
       pages cm. —  (Dog heroes) 
   Audience: Ages 7–12 
  Includes bibliographical references and index. 
  ISBN 978-1-62724-861-7 (library binding) — ISBN 1-62724-861-7 (library binding) 
 1.  Rescue dogs—Juvenile literature.  I. Title. II. Series: Dog heroes.  
  SF428.55.B53 2016 
  636.7'0886—dc23 
                                                            2015008106

Copyright © 2016 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication 
may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by 
any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission 
from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B, 
New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Credits
Cover and Title Page, © Alona Rjabceva/Shutterstock; Cover TR, © Kachalkina Veronika/Shutterstock; 
Cover CR, © Kevin Wolf/AP Images; Cover BR, © ncjMedia Ltd.; TOC, © tsik/Shutterstock; 4, © Scott 
Lehman/Shutterstock; 5T, © ncjMedia Ltd.; 5B, © Himagine/iStock; 6, © ncjMedia Ltd.; 7L, © ncjMedia 
Ltd.; 7R, © Francois Loubser/Shutterstock; 8, © hadkhanong/Shutterstock; 9, © Annette Shaff/Shutterstock; 
10, © Kevin Wolf/AP Images; 11, © Stefano Tinti/Shutterstock; 12, © Straight 8 Photography/Shutterstock; 
13T, © I-5 Publishing 2015; 13B, © Oksana Amelin/Dreamstime; 14, © Kachalkina Veronika/Shutterstock; 
15T, © David Maialetti/Philly.com; 15B, © Leah-Anne Thompson/Shutterstock; 16, © New York State 
Police; 17, © bikeriderlondon/Shutterstock; 18, © Steve Meddle/Rex/REX USA; 19, © Mario Lopes/
Shutterstock; 20, © SasPartout/Shutterstock; 21, © Steve Meddle/Rex/REX USA; 22, © Jerry Horbert/
Shutterstock; 22B, © Gillian Laub; 23, © GlobalP/Thinkstock; 24, © Gillian Laub; 25, © The Washington 
Times/Zuma/Press/Newscom; 26, © Courtesy of Luciano Anastasini; 27, © Rick Purdue; 28, © Sue 
McDonald/Shutterstock; 29TL, © Nathan clifford/Shutterstock; 29TR, © dezi/Shutterstock; 29BL, © Eric 
Isselee/Shutterstock; 29BR, © Ermolaev Alexander/Shutterstock.

Publisher: Kenn Goin 
Editorial Director: Natalie Lunis 
Senior Editor: Joyce Tavolacci 
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker 
Design: Dawn Beard Creative 
Photo Researcher: We Research Pictures, Inc.



Table of Contents
Fire!	 4

Uno Saves the Day	 6

Millions of Unos	 8

People to the Rescue	 10

Heroes for Heroes	 12

Rescue Dogs on Patrol	 14

Top Cop	 16

A Rescue to the Rescue	 18

Saved Again	 20

A Second Chance	 22

Pound Puppies	 24

Showtime!	 26

Just the Facts	 28
Common Breeds:  

Rescue Dogs	 29
Glossary	 30
Bibliography	 31
Read More	 31
Learn More Online	 31
Index	 32
About the Author	 32



4

Fire!
In 2014, on a warm summer night in Newcastle, 

England, Clare Whiteford and her three young sons 
were asleep on the second floor of their home. Without 
warning, a fire sparked downstairs in their kitchen. 
Orange flames and gray smoke soon spread throughout 
the room. Everyone in the family was unaware of 
the terrible danger—everyone except a five-year-old 
greyhound named Uno. 

The smoke alarms in the 
Whiteford’s house did not 
go off after the fire started. 
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Uno sprang into action. He raced upstairs to Clare’s 
bedroom and barked loudly at her door. Clare heard Uno and 
followed the dog downstairs to the kitchen. Spotting the 
fire, she immediately rushed Uno and her children outside to 
safety and called for help. 

Greyhounds are 
tall dogs with long, 
powerful legs. At top 
speeds, they can run  
43 miles per hour 
(69 kph). 

Clare Whiteford 
and Uno 
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Uno Saves the Day
Firefighters sped to the Whiteford home to put out 

the flames. After they extinguished the blaze, the 
firefighters told Clare what she already knew: Uno had 
saved their lives. If the greyhound hadn’t woken her, the 
Whitefords might have been hurt or even died in the fire. 
“I’ve just no words to describe how I feel. He is our hero,” 
said Clare.

The Whiteford 
family with 
their hero



7

Amazingly, just a year earlier, Uno didn’t have a home. 
He had been used as a racing dog and then abandoned 
in a shelter. The Whiteford family had visited the shelter 
and adopted the big, lovable greyhound. So, before Uno 
rescued the Whiteford family, they had rescued him!  

Because greyhounds 
are so fast, they are 
the breed most often 
used for racing. When 
greyhounds stop winning 
races or are too old 
to race, their owners 
sometimes abandon them 
or give them away.

After the fire, Uno received a 
trophy for his bravery. 
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