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Dirt or Soil: 
What’s the Difference?

How Do Animals Help Make Soil?

Is All Soil the Same?

What’s Soil Made Of?

Why Do Most Plants Need Soil?

A tiny seedling pushes up out of the soil. Its roots spread out 
underground in search of water and nutrients. One day, the little 
plant will be a big, strong tree. None of this would be possible 
without soil! Look inside to learn what soil is made of and why 
most plants need it to live and grow. Along the way, you’ll also 
discover strange plants that don’t need any soil at all!
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Parts of a Forest

4

Tall, leafy trees grow in a forest.

Birds, squirrels, and insects make 
their homes in the trees.

Beneath the trees are ferns, 
wildflowers, and other small plants.

There’s one important part of the 
forest, however, that doesn’t often 
get noticed—the soil.

Without soil, the forest would not 
exist. Let’s find out why.

Parts of a Forest

ferns

What do you think soil is made of?
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Millions of 
tiny creatures 
such as worms, 

beetles, and ants live  
on the ground and  

in the soil of 
a forest.
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woodpecker

squirrel

worm



What Is Soil? 
Most plants, including trees, need 
soil in order to live and grow.

So what is soil made of?

The main ingredient is tiny pieces 
of rock.

Soil is also made from bits of 
dead plants.

When plants die or leaves fall from 
trees, they rot and become part of 
the soil.
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What Is Soil? 

rotting leaves

pieces of rock in soil



When a 
bird or other 

animal dies, its body 
rots. Then tiny pieces of 
feathers or fur, bones, 
and other body parts 

become part of 
the soil.
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a dead owl in a forest
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A tiny seedling pushes up out of the soil. Its roots spread out 
underground in search of water and nutrients. One day, the little 
plant will be a big, strong tree. None of this would be possible 
without soil! Look inside to learn what soil is made of and why 
most plants need it to live and grow. Along the way, you’ll also 
discover strange plants that don’t need any soil at all!


