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On February 4, 2007, the Indianapolis 
Colts faced off against the Chicago Bears 
in Super Bowl XLI (41). The Bears earned 
a quick lead by scoring a touchdown 
on the very first play of the game. Colts 
quarterback Peyton Manning knew he 
would need to help his team even the score. 
Would he be able to rise to the challenge?

A Bears player makes 
the first touchdown. 
The early touchdown 
was the fastest score 
in Super Bowl history. 
It happened about 14 
seconds into the game!

The Pressure Is OnThe Pressure Is On
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Peyton prepares to pass 
the ball as a Bears player 
rushes toward him during 
the 2007 Super Bowl.

The February 4, 2007,  
game was Peyton’s first 

Super Bowl.
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Peyton knew exactly how to take 
back control of the game. A few minutes 
after the Bears’ touchdown, he threw an 
incredible 53-yard (48.5 m) touchdown 
pass to teammate Reggie Wayne. The Colts 
were back on track! For the rest of the 
game, Peyton was on fire. He completed 
25 out of 38 passes and gained 247 yards 
(226 m). His fantastic plays helped lead 
the Colts to a 29–17 win. Peyton and his 
teammates were NFL champions!

Super Bowl Hero

Peyton (#18) looks 
down the line of players 
during Super Bowl XLI.
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Peyton celebrating 
his Super Bowl win

Peyton was named Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) 

of Super Bowl XLI.
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Quarterback Peyton Manning is one of the best 
players in the NFL. Growing up in a football family, 
he showed extraordinary talent from a young age. In 
high school, he was a star on his football team. After 
college, Peyton was chosen by the Indianapolis Colts 
as the first pick of the 1998 NFL draft. He has played 
in multiple Super Bowls and has been named MVP 
more than four times! 

Look inside to learn about this quarterback’s 
inspiring journey from his childhood in Louisiana, 
through his college years at the University of 
Tennessee, all the way to NFL stardom.
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