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Russell (far left) 
prepares to take a 
snap to start a play in 
the 2014 playoff game.

It was January 19, 2014. The 
Seattle Seahawks were battling the 
San Francisco 49ers in the playoffs. 
In his first play of the game, Seahawks 
quarterback Russell Wilson lost a 
fumble. Later, he was sacked four 
times by 49ers players. Down 17–10 
in the third quarter, the Seahawks were 
running out of time. Would Russell be 
able to lead his team to victory?

Playoff Time
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Russell about to 
throw a pass in 
the 2014 playoffs

The 2014 playoff  
game was held at the 

Seahawks’ home stadium, 
CenturyLink Field. 
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Jermaine Kearse 
catches the fourth-
quarter touchdown.

Russell never lost his cool. He got his 
team close enough to the end zone to 
score a field goal. Then, in the fourth 
quarter, Russell launched a 35-yard  
(32 m) pass into the end zone. 
Seahawks receiver Jermaine Kearse 
made a leaping catch for a touchdown! 
Seattle quickly scored another field 
goal, and the 49ers never recovered. 
The Seahawks were on their way to the 
Super Bowl!

What a Comeback!
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After the game, the Seahawks  
thanked the fans in the stadium for their 

constant support. Seahawks fans are 
nicknamed the 12th Man. The other  

11 men are the players  
on the field.

Russell (left) and teammate 
Richard Sherman celebrate 
after beating the 49ers 23–17.
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Russell Wilson

As a boy, Russell Wilson loved playing lots of 
sports. However, because he wasn’t very tall, Russell 
was often told he could never play professional 
football. He never gave up, though. Russell’s 
hardworking attitude led him all the way to the NFL. 
In just two years, he helped his team, the Seattle 
Seahawks, achieve a Super Bowl victory!

Look inside to learn about this quarterback’s 
inspiring journey from his childhood in Louisiana, 
through his college years at North Carolina State 
University and the University of Wisconsin, all the  
way to NFL stardom.


