‘ﬂ

Sk o o
WRussa Wllsnnl )

-—v-_--—-——-




[ Intentionally Left Blank ]



By Ken Rappoport

Consultant: Barry Wilner
AP Football Writer

BEARPORT

PUBLISHING

New York, New York



Credits

Cover and Title Page, © Elaine Thompson/AP Images and Jim Mahoney/AP Images;

4, © Paul Jasienski/AP Images; 5, © Dan Levine/EPA/Newscom; 6, © Tacoma News Tribune/
Zumapress/Icon Sportswire; 7, © Paul Abell/AP Images; 8, © Seth Poppel/Yearbook Library;
9, © dmvphotos/Shutterstock; 10, © Seth Poppel/Yearbook Library; 11, © Sun-Sentinel/
Zuma Press/Icon Sportswire; 12, © Tony Gutierrez/AP Images; 13, © Tim Steadman/

Icon Sportswire; 14, © Robin Alam/Icon Sportswire; 15, © John Green/Cal Sport Media/
Newscom; 16, © Ted S. Warren/AP Images; 17, © Michael Conroy/AP Images; 18,

© G. Newman Lowrance/AP Images; 19, © Jon Ferrey/AP Images; 20, © Charlie Riedel/AP
Images; 21, © Paul Sancya/AP Images; 22, © Dan Levine/EPA/Newscom.

Publisher: Kenn Goin

Editor: Jessica Rudolph

Creative Director: Spencer Brinker
Photo Researcher: Chros McDougall
Design: Emily Love

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Rappoport, Ken.
Russell Wilson / by Ken Rappoport.
pages cm.—(Football stars up close)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-1-62724-541-8 (library binding)—ISBN 1-62724-541-3 (library binding)
1. Wilson, Russell, 1988—Juvenile literature. 2. Football players-United States-Biography-
Juvenile literature. 3. Quarterbacks (Football)-United States-Biography-Juvenile literature.
. Title.
GVO39.W545R37 2015
796.332092—dc23
[B]
2014036728

Copyright © 2015 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording,
or otherwise, without written permission from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street,
Suite 3B, New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10987654321



Gontents

Playoff Time

What a Comeback!..................cceeueuuen.e... 6
Early Life

High School Star

The College Game

Badger Bound
Draft Time

Bibliography
Read More




It was January 19, 2014. The
Seattle Seahawks were battling the
San Francisco 49ers in the playoffs.
In his first play of the game, Seahawks
quarterback Russell Wilson lost a
fumble. Later, he was sacked four
times by 49ers players. Down 17-10
in the third quarter, the Seahawks were

running out of time. Would Russell be
able to lead his team to victory?

Russell (far left)
prepares to take a
snap to start a play in
the 2014 playoff game.
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Russell never lost his cool. He got his
team close enough to the end zone to
score a field goal. Then, in the fourth
quarter, Russell launched a 35-yard
(32 m) pass into the end zone.
Seahawks receiver Jermaine Kearse
made a leaping catch for a touchdown!
Seattle quickly scored another field
goal, and the 49ers never recovered.

The Seahawks were on their way to the
Super Bowl!

Jermaine Kearse
catches the fourth-
quarter touchdown.



Russelll (ieft) and teammat
Richard Sherman celebrate
; aftgr beatmg the 49ers 23—17 o
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As a boy, Russell Wilson loved playing lots of
sports. However, because he wasn’t very tall, Russell
was often told he could never play professional
football. He never gave up, though. Russell’s
hardworking attitude led him all the way to the NFL.
In just two years, he helped his team, the Seattle
Seahawks, achieve a Super Bowl victory!

Look inside to learn about this quarterback’s
inspiring journey from his childhood in Louisiana,
through his college years at North Carolina State
University and the University of Wisconsin, all the
way to NFL stardom.
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