by Meish Goldish



[ Intentionally Left Blank ]



by Meish Goldish

Consultant: Kathy Klotz, Executive Director
Intermountain Therapy Animals/
Reading Education Assistance Dogs® (R.E.A.D.®)

BEARPORT

PUBLISHING

New York, New York



Credits

COV, © Tina Anderson; TOC, © Tina Anderson; 4, © matsou/iStockphoto; 5, © Barbara Babikian

& Kaila; 6, © Barbara Babikian & Kaila; 7, © Barbara Babikian & Kaila; 8, © Todd Bennett/Staff/
ZUMA Press/Newscom; 9, © Marmaduke St. John/Alamy; 10, © Andrew Knapp/Find MoMo/

Quirk; 11, © ZUMA Press, Inc / Alamy; 12, © courtesy of Longview News Journal; 13, © courtesy of
Longview News Journal; 14, © Patti Shanaberg, Angel Paw, Pet Partners & R.E.A.D. registered Therapy
Team, Angel Paws; 15, © courtesy of Nancy Brooks, R.E.A.D. Dogs MN; 16, © AP Photo/Manuel
Balce Ceneta; 17, © Tina Anderson; 17B, © Tina Anderson; 18, © Todd Bennett/Staff/ZUMA Press/
Newscom; 19L, © Byelikova Oksana/Shutterstock; 19R, © jamesbenet/iStockphoto; 20, © Cody Neff/
The Register-Herald; 21, © Jamie Jones for Reading Education Assistance Dogs; 22, © Patti Shanaberg,
Angel Paw, Pet Partners & R.E.A.D. registered Therapy Team, Angel Paws; 22B, © AP Photo/

The Journal Times, Gregory Shaver; 23, © Tina Anderson; 24, © Wags for Hope; 25, © AP Photo/
Douglas Bovitt; 26, © AP Photo/ The Express-Times, Stephen Flood; 27, © Tina Anderson: 28, © Tina
Anderson.

R.E.A.D. and Reading Education Assistance Dogs are registered trademarks belonging to
Intermountain Therapy Animals.

Publisher: Kenn Goin
Editor: Jessica Rudolph
Creative Director: Spencer Brinker

Design: Dawn Beard Creative
Photo Researcher: We Research Pictures, LLC

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Goldish, Meish, author.

R.E.A.D. dogs / by Meish Goldish.

pages cm. — (Dog heroes)

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-1-62724-517-3 (library binding) — ISBN 1-62724-517-0 (library binding)

1. Working dogs—Juvenile literature. 2. Dogs—Therapeutic use—Juvenile literature. 3. Learning
disabled children—Education—Juvenile literature. I. Title. IT. Title: READ dogs. I11. Series: Dog
heroes.

SF428.2.G657 2015

636.7088—dc23

2014034556

Copyright © 2015 Bearport Publishing Company, Inc. All rights reserved. No part of this publication
may be reproduced in whole or in part, stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by
any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission
from the publisher.

For more information, write to Bearport Publishing Company, Inc., 45 West 21st Street, Suite 3B,
New York, New York 10010. Printed in the United States of America.

10987654321



Table of Contents

A Furry Helper

The Perfect Partner

A New Idea

Starting at the Library
Class Canines

Growing Close

Who's the Student?
Becoming a Therapy Dog
Training for R.E.A.D.
It Takes All Kinds
Having a Bad Day
Everybody Wins!

Just the Facts

Common Breeds:
R.E.A.D. Dogs

Glossary
Bibliography

Read More

Learn More Online
Index

About the Author

10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
26

28

29
30
31
31
31
32
32




A Furry Helper

When twelve-year-old Hannah Castine was in first
grade, she hated to read. “I was not a very good reader,”
she explains. “I really couldnt read at all.” Hannah has
dyslexia. A few years ago, it was very difficult for her
to recognize letters and words on a page. She also had
trouble pronouncing words. As a result, Hannah
refused to read aloud in front of her classmates.

Some people with dyslexia see letters
backwards or upside down. Others see
letters that look bunched together or

out of order. For some, words seem to

move around on the page.

gAs|ex|D
dysliexia

The word dyslexia shown on top is
upside down. This is how some readers
with dyslexia see words on a page.



Luckily, Hannah soon met someone at school who
helped her improve her reading skills. Hannah'’s partner
was Kaila—a Shetland sheepdog! Dogs can’t read.

So how was the canine able to help Hannah?

r

Over the years, Kaila
has helped many kids
become better readers.




The Perfect Partner

Kaila the sheepdog helped Hannah read better simply
by being a good listener. Every week, Hannah spent 15
minutes in a quiet area of her school reading aloud to
Kaila. The dog snuggled with the young girl as she read.
Hannah was happy. She remembers thinking, “Wow,
someone understands and cares about what I'm reading.”

Kaila looks at a book as a young student reads to her.



While reading to Kaila, Hannah felt relaxed, even
when she mispronounced a word. She wasn't nervous or
embarrassed, as she was with her classmates. When Hannah
read aloud to Kaila, the dog’s owner, Barbara Babikian, sat
with them. She helped Hannah pronounce hard words and
explained their meanings. After many months, Hannah was

reading faster and with greater confidence. She says, “Kaila
helped me a lot. She made reading a lot more fun and easier.”

Kaila with
her owner,
Barbara
CELIED

Many teachers think dogs are the perfect
partners for struggling readers. The animals
never laugh at children or make fun of them
for not knowing a word or saying it wrong.
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Meish Goldish has written more than 200 books for children.
His book Disabled Dogs was a Junior Library Guild Selection
in 2013. He lives in Brooklyn, New York.
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Six-year-old Hannah was having trouble in
school. The young girl had dyslexia, and it was
difficult for her to recognize letters on a page and
pronounce words. As a result, Hannah hated to
read—until a Shetland sheepdog named Kaila came
along. Kaila was part of the Reading Education
Assistance Dogs (R.E.A.D.) program. The dog was
trained to sit quietly and snuggle with Hannah
as she read aloud. Over time, Hannah felt more
relaxed and became a better reader. Look inside to
learn more about R.E.A.D. dogs like Kaila and their
owners and handlers, who are special heroes to the

kids whose lives they change.
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