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Reecyecling Rec

Rocks are all around us—in backyards, on
beaches, and in high, rugged mountains.

Most of these rocks are millions of years old.

Yet no matter how old they are, rocks don’t
always stay the same.

In fact, old rocks are changing into new
rocks all the time.

The way that old rocks are recycled into
new ones is called the rock cycle.

There are

How does the rock cycle work? mqrbje_J

thousands of

sandstone j different kinds of rocks.

| For example, sandstone,

\ marble, and granite are
three different kinds

of rocks.
N




Look for rocks in a garden,
in a park, or at the beach. Try
to find three rocks that look
very different from one another.
Draw a picture of your rocks.




Three Main Types

Scientists group all the rocks on
Earth intfo three main types.

They are called igneous,
sedimentary, and metamorphic
rock.

Each type of rock forms in a
different way.

There are new igneous,
sedimentary, and metamorphic
rocks forming all the time.

The way that these rock types | Tze SCfieEnﬁﬁ;
form is part of the rock cycle. P i

rocks is called geology.
Scientists who study

rocks are called

geologists.




Marble is a kind of
metamorphic rock.

Sandstone is a kind
of sedimentary rock.

Granite is a kind
of igneous rock.

Imagine that you are a geologist.
Choose one of the pictures and
describe the rock.
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What Is the
Rock Cycle?

Some of the rocks we see around us are millions of
years old. Rocks don't stay the same forever, though.
Look inside to find out how they are changing and
becoming new rocks all the time. Along the way, you'll
also learn about the different forces that help create
new rocks—from falling rain and fiery volcanoes to
powerful movements deep within Earth.
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