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Dirty Air Garbage Galore Global Warming

Poisoned Rivers and Lakes Polluted Oceans

Rivers and lakes are home to fish, birds, frogs, and many 
other animals. Unfortunately, these places are also often 
polluted with plastic bottles and other garbage, as well 
as chemicals from factories and farms. Luckily, there are 

ways to stop this from happening. Look inside to find out 
how pollution ends up in our rivers and lakes and what 

you can do to help protect them. 
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A swan searches for plants and 
insects to eat in a river.

However, it’s hard for the bird to 
find food.

That’s because there’s so much 
trash in the water.

Trash isn’t the only pollution that’s 
spoiling the swan’s river home.

The water also contains other 
pollution that can’t even be seen!

Garbage in a stream, river, or lake 
might include food containers, 
cans, and plastic bottles. 
Large items, such as tires and 
supermarket carts, sometimes 
end up in the water as well.

A Polluted Home



a swan looking 
for food in a river

What kinds of trash can you see 
in this picture? How do you think 

the trash got into the water? 
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How does trash get into streams, 
rivers, and lakes?

Sometimes, people dump it into the 
water or drop it from a boat.  

Other times, people leave litter on 
the ground and the wind blows it 
into the water.

Fish, birds, and other animals often 
eat the trash because they think  
it’s food.

Eating garbage can make animals 
very sick—and even kill them!

storm drain

Rain can wash trash left on the 
street down a storm drain. Then 
the trash is carried by rainwater 
through underground pipes into 
a stream, river, or lake.

Harmful Trash
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Animals can also get 
tangled in trash.

garbage dumped 
near a river
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