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ileDeep in a jungle, two eyes start to rise above a river’s surface. 

Seconds later, a huge head appears. It belongs to a saltwater 
crocodile on the lookout for lunch. Without warning, it 
charges out of the river and uses its powerful jaws to grab its 
meal. Look inside to discover more about the world’s largest 
crocodile and its watery world.
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Secret 
Swimmer

A wide river flows slowly through a 
steamy jungle. 

Everything seems peaceful—until ripples 
begin to move out across the water. 

Soon, two eyes start to rise from below 
the surface.

Then, a large head appears.

It belongs to a huge saltwater crocodile 
on the lookout for lunch!
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eye

Most of the  
time, a saltwater 

crocodile stays hidden. 
It floats with just its 
eyes and nostrils 
above the surface  

of the water. 



6

There are  
23 species, or kinds, 
of crocodilians in 

the world. This group 
includes crocodiles  
and closely related 

animals such as 
alligators.

The saltwater crocodile is the largest 
kind of crocodile in the world.

It’s also the largest reptile in the world.

It’s bigger than any snake, turtle,  
or lizard. 

The biggest saltwater crocodiles are 
 23 feet (7 m) long.

That’s more than half the  
length of a school bus.  

Ruling Reptile
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Answers for Page 22
 ● Scutes cover crocodiles ● Scales cover fish  

● Feathers cover swans ● Fur covers sea otters  
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